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The Mitzvah Remembering oxn nx x> the entire year

7700 9°Y is a night with incredible potential for Y. It can change the way we live and
breathe n1Tnv. But to actualize and maximize this opportunity, we need to understand what we
are supposed to be doing. I’'m not referring to the external acts of eating nxn and ’l .717mm
alluding to the context in which this night is found, its goals and implications.

Before we talk about the mxn of mo°0, | want to raise a question. The n1in says G-d
performed the miracles in Egypt 5”10 .7>°n 1’ 92 01X YR NRY 01 DX 11210 1¥nY in 2 N1272 use
this p10D to explain why we recite the third nwio of ynw nxp. It seems that there is an
importance in remembering the Exodus each day. But is this a formal mxn like any of the other
613 commandments or is it something else? If it is, what then makes this nixn of 1190 different
from the general obligation to remember omxn nx°x°? To understand this well, |
want to read to you the beginning of the n"an1 in ynw nx>1p ndYn. He writes the

following (:(2-x maYn
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The n"an1 only mentions one mitzvah here. Before we begin, we have to understand that there
are no other nwy nnyn to be found in this chapter. The sole mxn we’re discussing in this p1o is
the commandment of reading "ynw nx1p”, which is, as of now, an undefined corpus of texts,
during the evening and the morning. 0”an1 continues:

a119%0
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What is ynw nx»p exactly? He doesn’t say the overall obligation xn»xm is to recite all
three nrw1o. In fact, Rashi says! that the xn»»xTn mxn is only reading first nw1o. The rest is the
11277 A71¥ in which the Rabbis want us to perform the mxn. Those extra n1wan enhance our
understanding of the first nw1o which is xn»1x71. They are additives, broadening our Torah
obligation.

In any 11277 177, innately, there is always a potential problem of 7°01n Ya. The only thing
5" can really ”add“is something which is n7°13, as sanctioned from °nanwn? nanwn 1wy,
protecting us from violating nxpm .n1N °1>7 is a good example. There is no problem that 5"1n
formalized this concept. But what about creating new nixn which are not a n1'nw from an MoK
nn? In those cases, what’s the 1>nn? The o 11wx1 explain that Y"1n make these nnxn not as new
creations per se, but as applications of biblical n129n or values. This is how the n"an1 in the end
of his 71¥pn Pan and (10 1P770I0) 717 1327 explain it. The ability to make oo and n%%an x1pn was

only made possible because we already had in our n71n the ancient value of praising G-d over the
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miracles He performed for us. | want to make this clear. There is no explicit *11°x for the recitation
of It .op1 on YYns a value observed from the Jews said nw at the Red Sea. It doesn’t say they
did any ’It .mxns simply a value. At 710 0> ny>1p we weren’t commanded to do anything. But Y92
YR’ did it because it’s a value called i1 nywa naw, an extension of 'n nanx. Loving G-d, as a
matter of fact, is another value which itself wasn’t commanded until the end of the 40 years in
the naw 272 is a orp in the n1x of ' nanx mxn. That’s what Y9n is. This is what we did at nyp
‘It .m0 s a fulfillment of the value of loving G-d. There was no »11°y; it was simply a value. Now
that we have this value, we can extrapolate on that value. There is an idea of naw; if we thank
You for bringing us from servitude to freedom, all the more so we thank You for taking us out
from the verge of death to life. Now that we have this value, the Rabbis can legislate that value.
It’s not something new. It’s a broadening of a Biblical value.

Biblical values are normative. You're expected to do them. Don’t think that it’s a nice idea
or an option. It’s the will of G-d and you have to do that too. This idea goes to the extent that the
D0”an1 writes prior to nwn there was no prophet who delivered the commandment of G-d. His job
was merely to teach the Will of G-d, not His commandments, to the people. n1 was not
commanded to do x or y. 2py> was not commanded to not eat nnlax .nwin 1A was never
commanded either. He was told to teach the masses the Will of G-d. Commandments began at
Sinai. There was no "1x before that point, but there still was the concept of a death penalty. The
men of now died for violating 'n 11¥7. So, knowing 'n 1131 is an imperative and is binding even
without having a relationship between commanded and command. If it’s true, then ithnxa ¢/,
and the truth is inherently mandatory for it’s the revelation of the Will of G-d. »1on nnxn nx nwiy
nnR ’1Nw. Truth is binding. This is the idea behind the ’It .n1>ws not a mxn or nan in the formalistic
sense. It’'s a value which we can legislate and expand. This is the .j127777

This is also how we understand the obligation to live in Israel. It seems that though many

of "don mnwxat count this mxn as an imperative, but they do agree with the 17an7 that it’s an

2 See 2:2 NTINN *TOY NN DN, as he emphasizes that upon realizing a love of n”apn, he
will naturally recite praise.
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overwhelming value. You are allowed to divorce your wife without a nain> to live in Yxw’ vy,
and she can also do the same thing. There is no mitzvah like it. But where is the commandment?
This a religious value which is not “constructed “to the language of commandment. There is no
oo for it. That’s why the 0"an1 doesn’t count it as part of the n1xn 2»1n. He reads the wnin like
. | guess, being that you’re not commanded to do it, it’s up to you to live up to that value.
That’s a heavy load. It’s easier to do a commandment. All you have to do is just check the box. To
perform a value, you actually have to identify with it. Values are very important, theological
principles. Commandments, though forming a Commander and a commanded, an |-Thou
relation, don’t necessitate that level of identification.

So nxTIN on a miracle is a biblical value but not a biblical imperative. | want you to
understand that. The language of nixn isn’t restricted to mean just commandment. It can also
mean value. It can even be rabbinic, but it must be an extension of a mitzvah, or value, from the
Torah.

We find this term ”mxn“in the language of Y"1 and the n’1wx1 to be used in more loose
terms as well. What is the mitzvah of nnn a7 0»p5? The 21v1w jax "1 n1wa7T, a student of the

R”2w7, in N1 nwad writes 111 0wa the following:
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When G-d writes something it’s something which we should apply for our lives. These are not
nnxn; they’re values. One value is giving over a final testament. This doesn’t mean to say a
declaration to divide assets amongst heirs. For apy> it’s an educational, spiritual directive.

Another value is nnn»1a70”pY mixn. Again, this is a value. He doesn’t say it’s part of ax 112°3 nixn.



This is derived from ‘It .1ax 2pY’s not a mxn and, at most, it’It 311277 s’s based on a value from
YaakoV’s children. 21nYya ny»o is called a mxn too, but it’s not a mxn found in the n1in. Rashi
explains it’s derived from p1¥ 10 P13 NoR, rendering the 10D as 457¥ 99w 10. This not the vws in
the 10 .n1nis an Aramaic word. 70 is a biblical measurement. Don’t think this is a nw171 from the
Torah. It’s really an ‘It .xnonoxrs an expansion of our understanding of the values of the Torah.
You should be a person of integrity and therefore express that honesty by paying your debts. The
7109 is just interpreted as a reference to this value.

Considering this, | want to learn the n"ana here. When discussing religious imperatives,
the 0"an1 will use the term nwy nixn. However, when the word nixn is used, it doesn’t have to
mean one of the 613. It can even refer to something not defined as commandment like a religious
value. When n"an1 uses the word “nixn“there is no reason for us to think that itnwy mixnas’

xnIRTA. Now, with this introduction, let’s understand this next nan. He continues:
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We read the first nwao because it has 11mYn11NanR 'n 110, all three are collectively the Y11an .
Together, they’re the basic, fundamental values of religion. Monotheism, loving G-d and learning
His Torah are all important. The only way to get to genuinely love G-d is by attaining a deep
comprehension of 111, As an aside, from this 1290 we see that n7in 7Yn is not just a
commandment, independent of ’It .ynws a means comprehending n7in /n 7> is taken out from
being called a general commandment and made into a vehicle for a much broader goal.

Now, after you have these basic concepts down, you recite n>ni, discussing the other
nnxn. The truth is that 71 719N is also mentioned in that nwao as well. But, again, there are

two aspects of n7in Tmbn: one as part of the broad corpus of nnxn and another as the
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prerequisite to all 'n ny>1. If you take a look where the 0”ann places n”n n139n, you’ll find that he
places it in y1n 190, along with N7t nmay my7 ,nminn 110’ and ’It .n21wns not just a commandment
to understand what the n7in says. It’s a prerequisite to developing a relationship with Him.

Then we recite nw1d n>wx because there is a reference the mxn of remembering all the
other nmxn. | want to emphasize again, there is no formal commandment of remembering nnxn.
There is a commandment to put on n°x>x, which will help facilitate a remembrance of all the other
ONIO1 MR ON°RT1 .Nnxn. But that’s the reason to justify why we put on ’It .n>x>xs not describing
the commandment. It’s describing the purpose,So . remembering all the nnxn is not a formal
‘It .nwy mixns a value which you do to enhance the omw nxbn Y1y nYap which you just did. The
n”a actually emphasizes this value when he codifies the no%n. Anytime the nmin says “jynY“it
means that one must have ni1110 when putting on the n>x>x. This is 20yn. Aside from the regular
requirement of n1115 N1>>1x NXn, you have to connect to the value behind these types of n1yn as
well.

Then the n"an1 asks an important question which forces us to understand the function of

the third nw1o at a different angle. He writes:

POTNY NI 02IXA NRYYY 11797 N2 WOW 2191 1992 NNIX PRIIP 19792 NAN1 NN NINA PRY 9"
NPYWIH wHY NRMIPT, TN 10 D I8N VIR JNRY 01 DR 10T 1YynRY mRI1vw 0197921 012 0030 N
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The n”ann is telling us, “Even though the n1¥n of n'x>x is not at night, we still read this nw1o at
night. Why would you read something which is not ya11? “What do you lose if you do say it? It's
not worse than laining the n11n? It seems that 9"1n need to find a justification for reciting this 3™
nwI at night because they wanted the recitation of this nw1p to remain as a o1p of the overall
commandment of ynw nx>1p. When | read mx°x nw1o, | am fulfilling an aspect of n129n %1y nYap
onw. The k3 in °(:17) M7 explains that one would have thought since this is the case, the
function of this nw1o would only be useful in enhancing the mitzvah when I’'m obligated to wear

Xy, as the mwx symbolize nnxnn Yo nbap. If there would be no x>y mixn, then there would
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be no requirement to recite the third nwan. But 9" tell us that this is not reason. Though it is
true that the mixn of nmx'x is conducive to the fulfillment of Y1y nYap, it’s not the ultimate
motivation why I'm saying 1mx»1. The real reason why I’'m saying this nw1o is because of its
reference to oxn nRoY>. The not is the element which enhances my onw mioon Y1y nYap, and
it’s applicable both day and night.

Is there a formal mitzvah to mention omxn nx>x> by day and by night? Can pinpoint the
imperative? Is it mentioned anywhere? If it is a mitzvah, why would n0"an1 bring it only in the
context of ynw? Wouldn’t he put it in somewhere else as well? It’s for sure nwy nixna not since
he doesn’t count it in his list of the x> n. But is that because it’s missing some technicality in the
D°ww or is it because there no explicit imperative? The litmus test would be to see if this idea is
mentioned anywhere else as an independent obligation. Since n"an1 brings n"x notonly as a
justification as to why we read the last nw1o of ynw nxp, when nxx doesn’t apply, it doesn’t
sound like this is a formal 0”an1 .xn»x7 Mxn doesn’t even call it a nwy nixn. In contrast, when
discussing the commandment noo 99211009, the 0"an1 elaborates over there about the nature of
the commandment. He writes 0’1371 11°m1axRY 1wpIw MixkYH11 0°013 190 AN YW vy nixn”"“. There,
he emphasizes the mixn is from the n1in. Here, however, you don’t find that language.

So, what’s the source for n”¥» n1v21? When n"ann uses the word mxn, it’s like the idea of
nnn a7 07ph mxa or ‘It .2 Yya ny»os a religious value derived from the pi1oo of nx oM Ynb
T n°1° Yo oxn yaRn nrx 0. We can all agree that 1vnY here means “the following is the purpose

2

of " .x‘There is no commandment in that pwobd. This is merely a justification. Its’ not a
commandment. But it is a value. A tremendous value. There are so many nnxn which remind us
of ®mxn nrow>. It means to say that this is n”apn11x1. This is a value. The difference between 1970
07Ixn IR’ and NXPX N701 is not that one is limited only to the night of the 15™ of 10%1 versus the
other applies throughout the year, and it not related to the fact that o xn nx>x> no1 will be Yvan
in the days of ’It .n>wns not that. It’s simply a difference between an overall value versus a formal
commandment.

Now there is a new question. 0"an1 concludes that these three n1wap are included in the

definition of the term ynw nx1p. We see there is a value in remembering the Exodus. But what

X2 NP9 M0 1721 nxd,



makes that value so important that it should be part of ynw nx>1p? | understand the first two
NIXNI ITIN NYap nrwao. They're fundamental to applying the mxn of 'n»oix. But what does
remembering the Exodus have to do with n’nw nioYbn 51y nYap? From the n"ann, it seems that
D131 NRX’ N1°01 enhances and gives scope to the implications of a true H1p nYap. How does this

happen?

Understanding the Sources of n»1x¥n NXR*X> 719°0
To understand all this, | want to learn with you a n”ana in (x:1) nx¥n1 ynn n1oYn, as he

describes to us what the orn mixn of n1an is. Understanding this will explain the critical

importance o>xn NX°Y> N1 has in our religious lives. He writes:

NIX 7127 MMRIY 10712 TWY Nwnn YY1 0NN 1P MARY WYY 7785977 3°02271D09 171N YW nwy Nixn
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Look carefully at this n”ann. First of all, we have to analyze and distinguish the terms .o°xXY911 001
’Its not semantics. There is a difference between these two words. What is the definition of a 01?
What is the definition of a X95? When we say niwy5 x’9omn1 7wa 92 k911 we're acknowledging our
body’s digestive system and its ability to digest and sustain the soul. This is what we call xY».
Would you call it a 01? It seems like that is not the case. The fact that our souls stay in our bodies
because of the mundane food we eat is puzzling. Itnot s” miraculous. The natural order which we
find ourselves situated is not defined as something miraculous. Nature is wonderful and puzzling
and even inspiring, but it’s not supernatural, by definition. A 03, on the other hand, is something
out of the normal system of nature. It’s a supernatural event. When we discuss o’1xn nrox, there
are two lens in which we need to look at the event. One on hand, the 0"an1 accentuates the fact
that during o’1xn nxox’ there were 0’03, supernatural occurrences, and on the other hand, there
were D°XY91, amazing natural wonders.

’Its interesting to determine which of the 10 plagues were miracles and which were

natural wonders:



The first non was 7. This is supernatural. The changing of the molecular structure
of water into blood is out of the ordinary.

YT19X is not a D1. It’s very much a xY9. Manipulating the nature of frogs to travel
in unison to Egypt is not miraculous nor supernatural. It’s a wonder within nature.
D°10 is a bit more complicated. It depends on what exactly happens. 170X knocked
on the earth and they suddenly appeared. I’'m not sure if that was a va per se. Lice
can be found in many different areas on the globe. It seems like this too was a XYo
as more and more lice infested oxn.

a1y is a x99 as well. The fact that the wild animals were not afraid of invading
places of human habitation is not a supernatural phenomenon. It's again, a
manipulation of nature.

127, pestilence, is not supernatural at all. It’s like the epidemics we hear about
today. Though spreading at wondrous speed, it's categorized as a x9b as well.
1nw. This is very interesting. The fact that their skin developed boils is natural. But
to take a clod of ash and throw it into the wind, causing the outbreak of pnw it
guite miraculous. The w1t says that the small amount of ash thrown in the air
actually spread throughout all of Egypt, causing the boils to occur. That’s not
normal at all! It’s a borderline extreme manipulation of nature or it’s a miracle. So
far, all we’ve seen as a true 01 is 07. But even that non, according to the 1"an7’s
understanding of chemistry, is also a form of x9b. He understands that blood and
water can naturally change. Because of our knowledge of modern science, I'm
more comfortable saying this is a oa.

Then we have T12. This, definitely, is a miracle. Having icy hail rain down with fire
is not natural at all. It’s naturally an impossibility. That’s a 0.

n29x. Just go to Baltimore. Every 16 years you'll see locust swarming around the
city. This is no more than a xYo.

qwn. This is interesting. What does it mean that qwn occurred in 0>1¥xn? The n”ann
writes that the wan said that it was so dark that the people couldn’t even light a

candle nor could they move. The humidity accompanying the darkness prevented



the Egyptian from igniting a flame. They didn’t move because they were frozen in
place, but because the darkness was so opaque and cloudy they were afraid of
falling. They didn’t want to get hurt. So they just stayed put. It’s like living in the
blind museum. If you were there alone, you’d be terrified to move around.

10. m11pa non. How did they die? It was death through heart attacks on a mass scale.
The fact that the firstborn in each household died is not miraculous. It’s a wonder
of nature. Again, this is a x5»o.

So, if you look at it carefully, out of all the ten n1on, there were only two major miracles
that occurred: o7 and 112. The rest are o°’x9 °x59, but not o°01. For whatever reason, G-d found
it more important to express Himself in the world of mixYo than the world of o'pi. That's
interesting to think about as we delve into this discussion about the goal of o»1¥n nx>x> and what
our objective is this evening.

The 0”"an1 continues his discussion about the ni1xn of o»xn NX’¥’ 7119°0. He writes:

D°N111 7177271 N¥N YW NPYW3A AT 712p2 R X100 012 7129 0701719 TIn%n 1wy nwnn %01w panl

1WIRY 0271272 PIRNAN D21 077181 NXXY] 190 07270 0°9171 0°1ON 197K ,12 17 1PRW "0 HY qR1.7°109

.N21wnN A1 PNwi

What do 1wRrw and Pnw mean? 1p71PRw means occurrences and 1PN means situations. The n”ann
writes in Hebrew and these two words have unique implications. These are, in fact, two different
realities. You have an obligation to discuss not just the 1R, the occurrences, but also nw nn,
the situation, the background of the entire story. Your focus is to understand what happened and

what was the overall context. This too must be understood on a broader plane.
To have an appreciation of what this nixn entails, one must understand in depth the
0°109 in NN which discuss this n1xn of .719°0

The first source of 11970 is found in .(2-x:") X2 nwo

11272 YR ANK Y 1YNY P72Y 257NRT 129 N ATAN FIRTD MPI9TIR X3 MYnTIR " 1K (K)
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G-d tells nwn that He actually took away n’na s’ny1o in order to place His signs, or nimx, in Y92
"9Rw’s midst. The nion are defined as Nk An .niNIx serves as a sign with a specific function. As
the next oo tells us, the nidn ultimately exist to relate them to the ears of our children and
grandchildren that which G-d manipulated and performed to know that He is the name p-1-p-.
As the n"vyw tells us, this Name connotes an understanding of the Infinite Being Who expresses
Himself as the Constant Creator. He’s the n>wx1a nwyn Tan o Y21 wnn. That's the goal of these
‘It .mimxs to tell us thisnonx .idea , you, the Jews, need to know and understand this reality
through My nimix. Know G-d is G-d.

If you look elsewhere in the n1in, you'll find this theme. The mimix are constantly being
used as a reference to the corpus of information which helps us make the decision to follow and
understand G-d as He is G-d in their midst.

The Torah offers us a second allusion to this religious dialogue involving the Exodus. In
n"apn (12-n2:2°) RKanw1o tells nwn about a future discourse between a father and his son. It says:

:NRTD NTAY) MR DRI2YI 127 WK 027 PIP7 107 WK YINRD IR IXIND 7D 720
1029 NN NTAYN 11 02712 079X 171K 72 171

97471 1PR2 X 07130 1R 19213 071¥73 YX79? 71302 7Y N0Y WK p*2 Kin NDD 131 DRI

This is not about the night of the 15 of j0°1. The time when the question was asked was on the
day before11on %"y, during the noon nv nw 1 on the 14™ day of “ .1ax> »> °n1 .Jo2aWhat is this
service of the noo121p that you will be doing?’He ”s wondering “What’s the context of all this? ”
You will answer that it’s a sacrifice to 'n as He skipped over our houses when He killed the n»1xn
in’It .n1o0a nons like a n1in127p. We thank G-d for saving us.

How did this question develop? When does someone ask the question like nxrnnTaynnn
0o9? As an educator, I've noticed there are two types of questions. There are times students ask
me a question regarding their religious life. But there are times when the student says to me
something, so-to-speak, as a question. It’s more of a rhetoricalstatement. When | hear that, | ask

him »Y IR IR ORD IR MR Y)W AR oxa? If you want to tell me something, tell it to me. Why are

11



you making it a question? You're really just stating this fact or perception in the form of a
guestion. When you ask a question, you want to understand something you don’t know. But
when you state something in the form of a question, you’re doing something completely
different. You'll making an exclamatory, challenging statement. You really aren’t interested in the
answer. You just want justification.

Im sure you’ve experience this in your life as well. Rav Hutner once told me the following
piece of advice. Before a student asks you something, make sure the question is really a question.
It may very well be that his question is in fact his own answer. He really doesn’t want to hear
your answer. He just wants to express his frustrations and feelings to you. He wants your .nnoon
'Dont give it to him. This is the difference between a n’xw and an n1’nx. So, when | read thepioo
of maY nxtn NTayn nn 0>’YY 1R 7, we understanding what’s the underlying assumption of this
discourse. He’s not asking you anything. He’s challenging you. He’s saying are” you nuts?, “but

2.

he really means to say “you ”.nuts areHe ridiculing you. He has an agenda. What kind of person
would speak like this in context of 'n nTay? Only a cynic. That’s the language of nnx. There is
no question and he’s not looking for an answer. That’s probably why the n7an Yya says that this
child is the 'He .ywns challenging. It’'s not from ’It ”.02%“s from the word .nnx

But something interesting comes out of this X101 x5pw. The n1in is educating us how to
deal with people like this cynic. Even for the ywn, G-d tells us there is an answer to for him. The
Torah tells us to respond a Be“mensch; have some ”.210nn1onThis, he can understand. In truth,
this is not a conversation. The yw1 is declaring his own agenda and his own feelings and it’s your
job to state the fact that there is a need for "He .210vn n100s cynical. But we don’t say to him, “Get
out of here. ”"The wnin is bit more tolerant than that. Tell the yw1 to show 2101 n1on. Show some
gratitude to G-d for saving your life. That’s exactly what the p1oo is telling us. He skipped over our
houses and we were saved. You have a debt of gratitude. | remember in the n2>*w> 117an the worst
sin you could do was to be an ingrate. Apparently, the biblical heretic was assumed to at least be
a mensch. We expect of him to have morals and ethics.

This nwo is interesting, but what does it have to do with the evening of the 15t of 10°1?

The dialogue is dealing with the event of the noon na1pn, on the afternoon of the 14t of .jo7
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71970 is 170 9°9? Before we discuss these questions, let’s look at a few more sources about nixn
190
There is a third source which Y"1n discuss in context of this nmixn. The following nnw) nw1o

(rv-1:1°does refer to the night of the 15,

SMRY NYnYR ™ 12711 (R)

PRI P NAN221 OTR3 YR 7332 007792 109 11279775 wTR (3)

I ONR;'™ NOXIN T2 PIN2°2 D°T2P AN DI IYAN DX TR 1T 0Pnnx 1151 0yn-ox fyn m (3)
YN 99K K21

IARD UTN2 ORY 0pR 090 (7)

29N MAT VIR 32 NN PHARY YaY1 TR “012701 71001 R AnD 10190 YRR amn o (1)
:I WIN2 NNID TP IR ATIYI UaT

2'™Yan v’p’gvg'a"mm nxn YR o’ nyav (1)

192237972 WY 27 IRYRYT YN 9 RTINS 070 npaw nik Yoxy nivn (1)

{m7¥RN NRY2 5™ NRY AT 1MAP3 1KY XD 013 7127 13 (N)

mrIyAn ™ ARYIN APIN 17279 192" MR AR whY PP 13112191 970 niky Ry em (v)
P DR ATYING NN ApRaTNR AT ()

197 AN PIRDLAY YAYI TYRD 19190 YIROR" A2 0 ()

»'™Y 010,27 W TYR A2 1Y [199-571,"5 on1veo) pavat ()

:NT9N 1122 OTR 7972 Y2110 1Y1 179N XY OX1 NY2 179R N 1097971 (¥)

DT3P AR TINAR ™ IR0 T2 PINA POR RN IKED K2 R AR T ()

T "IN 1275Y 7AR3 12TV AN AR TR YR 102750 2 i by e agpn~p v (10)
HITON 33 137921 DIRI B 1997957

{mIxAn. " IO T PN P PPY PANPYI0Y 1T Y NIk i (10)

In this nw1y, along with many other n1xn like 9’50 and M52 11y, there is a reference to nmixn
110 01N DR 7101 .19°o-remember the day we left Egypt. Yet, this source lacks one fundamental
aspect of 119°0: the element of question and answer. In this nw1o we only read about the father
speaking. It says 7129 n1an1. There is no question here. The child is silent. It’s interesting. The only

100 which deals with the night of the 15t doesn’t even mention a question being asked!
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In 1 109, we finally find a question. The child will ask nxt nn. But this can’t the source for
the mixn of 11o°0. Over there, what'’s his question? The child is asking about ann .n1>a 71710 refers
to a day in the future. It has nothing to do with "He .noos asking on a random day in 1inn wTin. On
this question, you should respond o>1xnn ’n 1aRX10 10 P1Ina . But this has nothing to do with %%
a0

(72-2:1) »a7In we find a fourth and final source of this mxn. It says:

'DONR APIOR PIP? MY WK D°0IWAN1 PN NTYI NI KD NN 712 39RY? 7D
IRIN T3 0YAN PIPY 11X II¥RA NP197 1170 0072 137 RN

APPY? N2 9321 1P192 018N 0P 973 0NN NNIR P12 1071

APNARYD PAYI TYK YIRD NN 117 NNY 10K X720 19Nn7 0Yn XX 101iK]

{0 DPPDD 10PN7 0770 52 117 2107 PIOR PIPY AR IR NPRD D°RNA Y2 NX NYYY pTp? 11X

Again, this nw1o has nothing to do with noo. Your son will ask you, out of the blue, a question:
what are all these laws? This understanding of this vwo>n5p ,nw1Y, is quite simple. He just wants
to understand the nnxnn oyv. What's the reason we are we keeping nixn? It’s interesting to
point out that the Torah presents the answer in the form of nnx. When there was no nvrvw, the
response was in nTanl. When a n9Rw is presented, the father responds with an nnax. You will
say to him about o1xn nx°x> and how G-d took us out of Egypt in order to bring us to the ”x.
Now, once we settled in the land where, as the 1"an1 tell us, the location of nnxnn 7w is
performed we can develop our religious identity. It's there we perform the nnxn in order
generate a sense of nx before 'n”apn, allowing us to live properly and do the right thing. The
child asked, “Why are we doing this? "The father responds: “G-d took us out for this; He gave us
"X, a place where we will engage in 'n nx7, ultimately 115 2109, giving us life. This justifies our
existence. Thats’ why we’re doing it. ”

This dialogue is a theological one. The son presents a religious dilemma and we tell him

we do it because it’s the right thing to do. How do you know? Because we met G-d in Egypt and

721 p19 2 PHN 02121 NN AX
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He took us out and told us to do them. But again, this has nothing to do with nos. The son is
asking the question in the middle of the summer!

Though we have just gone through an analysis of these various sources, when you read
the nman, you'll find that the n7an Ypa understands the nrwno differently, applying these o pioo

specifically to the night of the 15%. He writes:

12 IMNX NRR X7 020K 17098 n MY YR D°0DYANI 0PN NITYN NN ?I0IR RN nn non

:BI1p 9K MDD R PPVIN P NDHA MDD

In this piece, the non is asking questions applicable to the 15™ of 10%1. Where in this w1 did the
nTan Ypa see that this dialogue is limited to just the n1yn of noo? Why doesn’t he also use what
the n7in said?

Considering this, | see the nman is not trying to explain the "He .o°p1ona vwos merely trying
to use the 10D to extract certain ideas. Similarly, the 'nTans methodology in explaining the four
sons uses the ideas of o’p1oo found in wnin to describe various prototypes of children who will
ask. This is not vwo though. It’s educational advice how to do this mxn of 7125 n7am. So, we can’t
ask why doesn’t the nTanYpa use the answer of the n7In because the oo are just being used
as support for a certain educational model.

This is also applicable in our understanding of the question and answer of the on ywn

91RWY P11 18w, The n7an says:

As an aside, the XNY2n explains that even if you have b*non *1n%n who know everything
they still need to learn the N0 M2%N. A D1*P in 212% NTaMm is learning the M>5%nN of NOY until
midnight.? This is not just a fulfillment of Torah, but a part of fulfilling 119°0. Is this a real nwAT?
That p109 is referring to any day of the year? How can we juxtapose these two Nm1w19
together? It must be that this is an XNONOKX and it was a tradition that this is a way to fulfill

NN D1"N NX 1101 M¥N. How does learning N¥n1 ynn N12%n have anything to do with this? It
seems that the concept of N’y 2PN 15"kD NSy NN poavin YD converts the learning of
then¥n ynn Nnoo 5w NM1d5%N, which are eaten as part of the D1"p of ND® 127, to be as if you
actually offered the n09 127p itself. We can understand how it’s connected. Learning the
mDYn of the M¥n is connected to the performance of the myn itself.

15



192 99970 10 NXY DR ROXINY 7991 .19 K1 - 029 02D NXID NTIAYN NN 2RI RN N1 YYl
19X 9 ’910H "Dynan nRya v 'Nnwy a1 mapya” % my raY Rk nnpn nnx ax1 .pya
DRIARY 0P A0

". 072y nan oaxnn NneNIn T prna” PYX NMR PNRT AN 2R RN on

MIRYA Y "N NYY N7 112Ya,MKRY XIND 012 3127 07307, 1MRIY 19 NND AR - 2IRYY YT 1R Y]

073m|n

9"n are using the language of the 10D, which is, clearly, not referring to the night of the 170,
using the literary style of the Torah to convey a certain perceptive on how to educate the cynical
child. Again, the agenda here is not to tell you what the P10 says.

What | see here is that 9700199 is to be a night other than a night of theology. He applies
the o°p10d to specific details of the 210 ov. If this is not the case, why doesn’t he mention what
the pmoboactually says. It must be that nman Yya is using specific, localized themes, revolving
around nobo and 0’2121 111 not. He must think that the function of the night is not to emphasize

the fundamentals of faith, rather of n»1xn nx x> and its .n135n

This was how the nT1an Hp3, derived from the xnY on of Yxynw» ’a7, understood the role of
this night. Now, let’s look at how another xin understood the essence of the night. The following
is the xnY>on of »"awn. The n”an1 in 11 mxn writes quotes this Xxn5>on when describing the nature

of the o»1xn nx>x” 71970 Nixn He writes:

19070 TWH NINX Y93 19°9Y1 NYNN110%12 WY nwan Y°Ya 0°INn NR°Y° 1909 1113w XN 111pn mxnn
PRI 0N 21PN 078N 11AY TWPW NN10OWN 119 NWPY N1 NYTINA 071270 77X 11IKRNA 01w Nn Yo
PIRNN Y (5"WaAN) MKW 11 .210 NV 700 PTONN 11973w Nn YY "N 1Y N1TIN21001 12Nnp1 0wn NpY
0172 7125 N1 (X2 5"0) ' 1R X100 010 0180 YY RAW 210901 .N21WA AT 770 071871 XY’ 1909
912’ X177 0172 °K K100 012 1mY Tinbn v wrm %150 7125 na (97011 ow) wiron k21 .14991 R0
190 L7189 0NN 1N NXN YW AYwa RHKX NONAR XY 0T 112Ya 01 7112pa 1mh Tinbn or iyan
nawn ovr nx 11971 (Mp 'y 7"1wp) 1R mds 17019 MY RN 1o .L.190Y DnR 20 19’90 nhnnn

11¥n 195 77NN DR YT 1199 071121 1195 07150 11915 19°0K1 (9"'wan) 0k 11w Ny 1231 JwTpY
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7102 17 1IXN >VHYNA TIRAND 1201 .NATWA AT 710 071X NR’X’] 19010 921 001X NXYX’ 1907 1179

(:°p -210p) Dnod

The n"an1 is telling me how to perform this unique mxn. Saying vortlach during 1an is not what
we are talking about. You have to be able to talk and explain, using your capabilities and
experiences, the story and the lessons of .oy nrox

The p1oo of 99Rw? 72, as mentioned above, doesn’t refer to ‘It .noo YYs only in context of

D>vdwnN1 01, Yet, the 0”ann quotes the xn%on who asks:

PRIND X119 T30 NNK 9RY’ OK 9197 712 19RW? 72 MRIw Y91 [91730 wana "awaT] ’knYon 1w

19 A NnNR

What is this question? It can’t be talking about non %5? Why would we think that a mixn of n7am
should require a mxnn n7x in the form of 79xw> *5? That P10 has nothing to do the 119°0 mixn
D NRoX, That nwAo is referring to an answer to a theological question raised by my son in the
middle of the summer. He wants to know the basis of his theological life. It has nothing to do
with a mixn of m11v°o! Why equate them?

The equation is indicative of an underlying attitude which 719°0 nnixn warrants. For some
reason, Y"1n saw that the ,1oo of nTan is determined based on 79Xw> »2. The theme HRw? 3 is
similar enough to the theme of nTam1 that we can interpret one source off the other. What you
do when your child asks you on any other day of the year is the same thing you do on the night
of the 15%™. | would have thought that since the questions asked both on the 15" of 10°1 and the
rest of the year discuss similar themes, the format should also be the same, in the form of
question.

The xnY’n answers:

1717 07INR 1729 1172 1YY 129 11113 19 W W AT ROR Y PR IIRIY 1R 5"YKR 7129 N7a01 1117 719N

.D°INNAN ONRYY QWK NTH 010 DX 197 YN YR 1w MR 11 1non
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Now we are invoking the nw1o which actually deals with the nixn of 119°0. This 105, which
deals with the formal 119°0 ni1x¥n, reveals to us the nature of the ornmixn. Even when dealing with
other theological questions, outside of mxn nx°x> 71’0, one can and should initiate such
guestions and not need to wait for his son to ask. However, one would think that introducing
oxn as the basis for your religious life should apply only when the child asks the question. This
outlook reminds me of the philosophy which claims that we should “not rock the boat unless he’s
bothered. ”As a child, | was raised with a different philosophy: a n>°’xw is beautiful. If | didn’t ask
a question, they would ask me if I'm feeling ok today! Questions are good. Obviously, don’t
challenge. But ask away!

The answer of the xnYon is that since both these two m’piop are independently
presented, we don’t need the format of 1770 0127 to fulfill the mxn of nTan1 in nmmw. Even if he
doesn’t ask, we still have to initiate. That’s exactly what the nn is telling us. Don’t think you
should avoid telling him until asked. Do 7125 nTan1: initiate the discussion and talk about the same
topics as if your son asked you while going through his religious dilemma. Though different in
format, the theme of the night of the 170 is still the same as in 0127, That didn’t change. Talk
about G-d and what it means to be Jewish. What comes out is that 7125 n7an1 demands of us to
do exactly what is asked of us to do as in 7129Yxw> *> n°n1. There, we are not doing anything nwy”
"mxn. We're using the Exodus and the phenomena revolving around that event as the basis for
our theological existence. That style and methodology is to be expressed in the nixn of .nman

The only way to understand this connection is by presupposing that the themes of %%
7700 are parallel to that of 99xw> 5. If not, what does one verse have to do with the other?
Regarding what themes do we predicate a discussion only when a question is asked? The honest
truth is that deep, philosophical thought, challenging or asking about the foundations of faith,
demands a mature thinker who is already open to a question. Religious thought demands an
inquisitive mind which is capable of dealing and asking, not just dogmatic acceptance. One would
have thought not to introduce the dilemmas of religion to one who doesn’t already have a
developed and inquisitive mind, expressing a question. Y"1n explain since nTam is mentioned
apart from the other n>p1oy, like 79xwW> 75, we still to discuss those themes with our child. We need

to initiate the conversation.
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So, if we look carefully at these n’p1oo mentioned in the n1an, there are only two sources
which actually deal with 10°3, and one of the them deals with the day before the 1701 %°9. And
even within the source which discusses o1xn nx>x> 119°0, there is only a reference to nmin and
not nYxw. What must be concluded is that on 1”0 %*9 our obligation is to answer in the form of
n1an; however, when replying to a question raised any other day, we respond in an nmx form.
There is obviously a difference. 5"1n tell us that nnx is N> NMwHa while nTan is nwp MWH3, a
language of directing. On 170 9°Y one is expected, without a question, to outline a direction for
the child to understand; however, during the rest of the year, you only need to respond if the
child comes forth to ask you something. The platform of religion and its adherence is in fact
sourced in oxn NROX> 19°0. In context of any religious discourse, whether it be n7102 nwI1Tp or
ouown, we allude to this epoch in our history. However, it seems that this platform must be
initiated, even when the child does not ask, during one particular time in the year. That time is

099

Various Aspects of o»xn nX’x’ N1 Nixn on 1"0 99

We've see a dispute between two schools of thought. Is this an evening of theology, and
thus can be equated to 198w’ », or is it, first and foremost, a night focused on o>1xn Nr>x> 11970
and the nnxn around it? In naYn, we find the formulation of the nTin mxn to reflect this

presentation of the »aw17 XN on. The 0”an7 writes the source of n1an is from two :o°p1oD

NNY+ MRV 10°12 1w nwnn YY1 03[ 1°N12RY 1YW NIRYHI1 0°013 1909 171N YW nwy Nixn
nwnN YY3W PRt ,Nawn 0P DX 7107 +'5 NN+ 1RI1Y 11D 079801 ONRYY YR A1H 0P nR 91971 +1'™

72199 DN 110171 AX7A WY NYWA AT 1123 TRY RN 01°2 7129 NN Y Tinbn vy

The 19UY nixn is an expression of n1°071, similar to that of naw. This equation is found nowhere in
the n"ann .xna formed this as he understands the nixn demands an action. From this core
obligation, the n7an1 7100 is a method of fulfilling the .71o7

There is a dispute among the o’11wr1 why there is no n27a for niponY .nTan, there are a

few reasons why we don’t recite a blessing. Some say it’s because we said a n21a during w1 Tp.
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Others explain we make the n>12 when we recite the ynw nx»1p n1>7a. That's not at all nYRw 7171
n21wni. What comes out is that, in essence, the nmixn is just a n1o1n. Even the recitation 1218 "nIx
K is not the original °xn»xT71. In fact, the most basic obligation of n1an is merely telling your
son what it means to be a slave and to be free. The n”ann tell us that when a father has to perform

this mxn with a young child he should do the following:

N1 197921 0°XN2A 1T 72Y 1D IR 1T NNHW 11D 0 72P 1770 11912 712 19 IR WH0 IR JUP 71PN OR XD

1PNy 1R N APN NIR 0T

In other words, the bottom line, minimum obligation is not the retelling of the afflictions of
servitude; nor the 11°’x nor the ‘It .1’ns not even retelling the nixYo11 001; not even NN 1NN or
any theology. The basic obligation is to recognize that we were slaves and now we are free. The
child has no clue what slavery means. You have to teach this to him. Today, we think slavery
means affiliation. Over here, that’s not the case. The T1ay here is '"He .12y mys treated properly.
He has dresses well and is healthy. The focus here is purely on the transition from slavery to
freedom. We think of the slave ships. That’s not the case in the n"ana. We're talking about my
slave. There is no indication the 72y means affliction. What you show your son is the the value of
freedom versus slavery.

Most of us come out of the 170 with an appreciation of the fact that we are now not being
whipped and oppressed. We escaped the Nazis. But the evening is not just recognizing the lack
of affliction and harassment. There is more to the night. You should come out with an awareness
of where you are now, recognizing your past and your present states. You have transitioned from
slavery to a state of freedom. You now have an ability and opportunity which you didn’t have
before. As an educator, I've seen that unless you emphasize this aspect of o’1xn nx 'y, the child
won’t appreciate the magnitude of this reality. How many people really know the value of

freedom over slavery and are able to relate that to the next generation. That definitely has to be

% See nnw X who derives it from NN D27 1"V DNVY DN, requiring Ny, DY 7P,
However, this must be an XNDnNOK since if that’s the case, there would be no ability to have
NNyD ymy work. See :TUP D°NODO.
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a theme in the Seder. For this, | recommend you figure out what it means to be a slave. Read Alex
Haley s’Roots. In our mind, most of the pictures of slavery we have are of ugly slavery. According
to the n”an1, you have to walk away from that imagery and look at your slave and still be able to
say, “We were there and G-d took us out. “The value of freedom is more precious than even the
slave who lives in the lap of luxury. Why? Well, explain to me the value of freedom and the curse
of slavery. The difference is that a slave is a X¥on and a free man is a X121. The slave’s body is not
his own; rather, it's an extension of the owner. For that reason, the slave doesn’t have
responsibility for the damages he commits. In truth, he has no responsibility for anything. The
brain behind him is his master and he is no more than the machine who performs the master’s
will. Freedom means you are your own person. You pay your own dues for you are solely
responsible for your own life. You are now a person who has to make your own decisions. That’s
a major theme in the Seder!

Whenever the child is going through a religious dilemma we reintroduce the epic known
as oxn XY, But to do this, you must understand the story. Start learning the story jya as it’s
the basis of your religion. That’s what we’re doing on non %Y. You don t’'need a question. Ideally,
it's appropriate to do it through a question-and-answer format, but the 17 is that you do it even
if there is not nxw. This makes sense. When there really is a n9°Rkw, an intellectually honest
guestion, then the questioner can appreciate the enlightenment of an honest answer. He can
respect the complexities and intricacies of the issue. When you have a serious question, and you
go back and forth, back and forth, and you finally have it, it’s an experience. All that Yny, with all
that depth in those few, short lines! All of a sudden, your nian actually redeemed you from the
darkness of a question. Rav Hutner would tell me, “Never give a yan until their tongues are white
from the question. ”If you just say a x1av, itvort a s’. It doesn’t mean anything to you and you
forget it. However, if you are iy and you get to a conclusion, the answer becomes live and vivid.
It’s real because it becomes part of you. How could you forget it?

When | gave my first m1p>w in KBY, the n2w> was learning mna. | prepared a famous
guestion asked by x”y1 on the beginning on the xnoon. | had a student, I'll never forget it, who
raised his hand and ask me, “Rebbe, if X"y1 has a problem, let him deal with it. Convince me that

this question bothers me too! "I learned so much from him. The question has to bother you. This
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is a truth in education. Vorts’don t change people. Genuine questions do. You need a real,
burning n>wp to redeem the y1’n. The beauty of light is only appreciated in contrast to darkness.
That’s human nature. We don’t appreciate what we have unless it’s juxtaposed with not having
it. 1¥> WK is much more meaningful when one goes through surgery. We all think we live forever.
But when you start realizing that you don’t, you stop taking life for granted.

So, of course, a question and answer format is more ideal. Creating a dialogue allows for
the child to internalize the values. Saying vorts doesn’t do that. The question has to bother you.
noo Y is not to a night of storytelling. It’s about the reintroduction of the basics of faith to our
life. It's the same issue happening in 10°127, which is nothing more than a theological quest, using
the Exodus as the platform to answer the son’s theological questions. That's what we’re
supposed to be doing on non %%, We would have thought that the mixn would only require us to
tell the son if he asks. The Torah then tells us that this n1¥n is more expansive. We have to guide,
n1a, the son even if he is not bothered to ask. n9°nnaY, as we just mentioned, do it in the form
of question and answer. The nrp is through telling this story and explaining how this is the basis
of our religious existence and life. It’s basically saying, take the stories of o>1xn and now teach
me 0’2121 nn. The purpose of the night is an evening of theological discussion based on the
revelations of .o™xnnrox

5" give us a calculated method in relaying these messages. We do this through Ynnn
nawa 0»on1 n11a2. The Gemara in 10p 0°’noo quotes a dispute between SXnmwi a1. They want to
understand what is supposed to be the themes which we should start and end off with? How do
we understand this dispute?

Some think that this discussion of 171 and Yxmw is merely a the dispute in methodology.
Everyone agrees that we need to end off in oxn nx°xY>, but the question is where to start. The
Gemara never tells us what we need to end with. The discussion of the Gemara is only about
what we start with? Do we start from the time when we were in Egypt or even beforehand, when
our forefathers were pagans? It's a question of narrative. Do we start from our low spiritual
situation or from our physical bondage? In x72u, | can understand this.

The n”an1 however, seems to indicate a different approach to understanding this np1onn.

He writes in 71290 the following:
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.na11wn

The first part of this story includes a more religious focus. We talk about how our great-great-
grandfathers were idol worshippers. They were going after things which had not consistency.
That’s what 9an means. When explaining the word 9an, the %"an1 describes the term to refer to
something which looks all powerful and consuming, but is in fact nothing. It’ll like a mist. But in
the end, we found nnxn n7. This is a contained story. You start by discussing how man engaged
in paganism and all of humanity was still steeped in paganism, and, nevertheless, G-d to us out
and introduced us to monotheism at Sinai. This is 1711»Y 17127p. This is one story. It’s the story of
the movement from paganism to monotheism.

Then there is another story. The n”ana writes 121 .191 means there is a secondary story.
When someone writes a clause and then adds the phrase, “and also, ”it implies secondary
importance. The primary goal was the first thing on the list and there is also another value which
we need to emphasize. The other theme is the story of exodus itself. You have to start with our
bondage in Egypt and end with the miracles and wonders which led to physical freedom. You
have to say that you were slaves, afflicted in Egypt, and now you are redeemed and even free.

That theme of freedom is again reiterated in the in next part of the n”an1. He writes that
one who fulfils this through an exegesis of the nw1n of *ar 721 "nIX is praiseworthy. This is an
emphasis of the second theme of the .n1x¥n

’Its noteworthy to point out that 190 na1nn Yo does not refer to the entire nTan. The term
n7an is a specific body of text, that of »ax 721X 'nIx. Even the term n7an has a more limited

connotation in the thought of the n”an1. He writes:

71250

0 n5np n5anb nNnTpn XA
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70 includes »ax 721 nAR 100 o072y 110 Y nnn and MR 3. Those are its components.
Everything else is praises and ‘It .n1ws all very nice,! but they are not the primary anaic’Ta texts
of nTan. This doesn’t include nTnyw X°n1 or NN N127 012 Ya3R. Those are not nTan. Those are
praises and introductions on how to perform nTan. Only that which was in the niwn is called nman.
Even the ninwinn is not part of the nman. That’s just what the child says to initiate the discussion.
You, however, say 11’0 0°72p to *ar 721X *nIx. The nawwn nr 10 of nTan is specifically the watn 12
of "ax 121y *'nIX Nwd as this is the .nan

You relate the story of ny1o and all the evil he performed and 'n performed miracles and
took us out. This is done when reciting »ax 121 'nIx. The more one "1w17s that nw1y, the better.
The mxn, according to the n"an3, is enhanced by using this framework. You don’t need to look
anywhere else. The nrn 1710 is 1rnwny, specifically.

There are two distinct storylines, two potential scripts, for the nixn of oxn nx°x> 11970,
The opinions of Yx1nw1 17 are both true. No one is arguing. These are two, separately contained
issues. It must be a night discussing monotheism in contrast to the paganism of the day. The goal
if 'n>1x > onpy11. You need to explain what it means to believe in monotheism. But you also need

to relay the values and beliefs of our religion in context of the story of the Exodus. The need for

11 Throughout the NnTan we praise N”apn and sing 59n. This is not NTaN, but is there still some
D1'p performed when one praises G-d for the NY1X2. the D”an1 and the 71N writes that Naw
S5Mis a D1'p in the NN M¥n. (see Nn”N0D). But the 0”anN in the T doesn’t mention this, so it
seems that it’s not a .NTaM NM¥N 5w X1 TTpya 0P
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min and naw serve as educational tools. Contrast highlights the plot and the values which come
out of the storyline.

The n"ann is telling us the following. The ‘n1ans core is that which is quoted in the niwn.
The text of 11°n 012y is the basic answer and baseline 21'n of nTan1. At its core, the mxn is to
relate the transition from slavery to freedom. There is no theology here. For the child, he’s too
young to understand this. But he can understand slavery. This is before we talk about the
affliction. But, ultimately, what’s the primary theme? What’s the aim in all of this? For the n"ann,
the ultimate goal of this discussion is to end up talking about the transition from paganism to
monotheism. Although the sequence in the Mishna starts with 10 o7y, the p’amn
1771 Ny "1y Ny nnnemphasizes first because that’s the 1p°y theme. He’s underlining this goal.

How does the n”an1 know this? [tp10o a s’ in wmn! 173y 2% NR1129 °NT7100 I8 7 NYID YR KA
'/7°IX 72 oY 7. NK 12 121 712 °1TRA 100N 1YnY1121p2 PYR NINIK "nw 1wnb. That's the goal! This is the
thinking represented in the »’aw7 RN on. When the xnY’on quotes the op1oo of 19RW? * this is
the connection. The reintroduction to the story of Exodus reconnects us to the values and
philosophy of monotheism. It justifies why we do what we do. It s’because of that event we know
G-d. 'n tells the Jews o8N yIRn PNRYIN IWR..1 DR, It doesn’t say ”.yIx1 ’nw X712 WwR“You
weren’t there. But you were there in Egypt. Although we use the nomn of the nTan, in naYn the
n”an1 is highlighting the primary theme and goal of this event is like the explains. »aw17 RNY° N
‘Its the transition from paganism to monotheism. To discuss and teach this, you have to

understand what paganism is.

Appreciating Freedom and Redemption

To tell this story and internalize it, you need to understand what it means to go from the
mn and be redeemed ’Let .naw9s understand what happened to Yxw> 595 while they were in

Egypt. The 0"an1in (2:X) N1 N2y nidYnwrites:
YW TWOHR IR 1PN 1°N112°921 012 21wNY 9°NNNTI0R R1N1INY T2 001V D°NNN AT IR Yn11w 119D

X915 19 71’0 KY1,1YY NR 120°W TWOHK K 7J,1NIXK 2207 °N1 1011 19 %00 RDY1 730 201 01 Yavan

T21Y K171 0°2210 7 721Y OPn 931 1K1 1PIRT 0°WH0N 0°2310 7 721Y P2 07 TWI 1IRA YPWIN RYR 12T Y 1IN
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When nnnar was around, monotheism was being re-invigorated. He led the revolution. People
would get together and ask him all their theological questions. He was nn1ax ”.21vp .Mr*“ passed
this tradition on to pny> to teach and warn the people about G-d. This continued to the next
generation a well. The movement grew and grew and a nation developed. This was the .nn7axn»a
apy>, preparing to pass the baton on, appointed "1 to lead the movement forward. Then
something happened. The Jews went down to n*1xn and everyone, except for 19 vaw who kept
the tradition going, reverted to paganism. Do the math. Out of the entire nation, "19 vVaw was a
total of .96% of the Jewish population, and that was only a small percentage of the 20% of the

people who left Egypt. Convert that fivefold and you’ll find an even smaller percent of Jews who
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actually believed in monotheism while in Egypt, around .007% of Jews! The loss to monotheism
was immense. There was mass assimilation going on in o1xn. It was a 1270, We fell to the point
that our people and the local Egyptian peasantry were the same. They served idols. We served
idols. The 0"an1 writes that if G-d didn’t take the Jews out then, it would have been too late to
get them out. Monotheism would have died then. It was that close. That’s the axn of Yxw> %55
before oxn nxox>. The world, after so much upward progress, was about to plunge back into
paganism. The revolution of 11°ax nn1ax was over. Thankfully, n”apn took us out via 1127 nwn.
Through him we were redeemed.

The Jew of Egypt was pagan. Why do you think over 80% of the population didn’t make it
out? Four-fifths died there because they were not even redeemable. They didn’t even have their
ethnicidentity. They simply forgot they were Jewish. In other words, the fifth who left Egypt were
in fact pagan. But their redeeming factor was their adherence to their ethnic identity. They didn’t
change their names, dress etc. It’s like someone still calling himself Mr. Goldberg or still eating
knishes at the kosher stand. They spoke their home tongue and not Egyptian, speaking mainly
Hebrew, a Canaanite dialect. They also liked the Canaanite fashion styles over that of the Egyptian
style. Though there was no religious identity, at least there was an ethnic one. At this point, G-d
had the ability to end it. He could’ve said, “OK, | experimented with homo sapiens and he failed.
Let’s close shop. “For whatever reason, He didn’l t.’d like to understand why did He want us to
survive?

These aspects of the story of the Jews in Egypt is highlighted by YXpt> in 579, He writes:
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n"apn says to “ Yrpil let My Self known prior to oxn nxox, and | told them ‘I am your
G-d. 'l want to reintroduce My Self through ”.x>21017nxG-d wanted us out of Egypt and bring us
to YXw> YR, But there was one caveat. Drop the idols. Don’t pollute yourself with the 1"y of
oxn. Itis | Who is your G-d. But they didn’t listen to Him. They still wanted to be pagan. “We’re
Egyptian, weren’t not interested in changing our religion. We’re not interested in leaving the
country.”

Now this is really interesting because, after all, they were slaves. Why would they want
to stay? You have to understand what life was in Egypt for the Israelite then. The first society
which introduced the feudal system to humanity was Egypt. This was actually initiated by non-
other than Yosef. Basically, the crown owned all the lands except for the church. Everyone else
became a serf to the state. You worked for the Pharaoh. You didn’t own your land. Yosef even
moved everyone around to create an environment of servitude. Most of Egypt was in this
situation. The typical Egyptian was poor. Think of serfdom in Europe. The typical Egyptian was a
nebach. His friend, the Hebrew, who probably intermarried and attended the same house of
worship his Egyptian counterpart, lived adjacent to him. The Hebrew slave was in so many ways
exactly like his friend, the Egyptian. The only difference was that some of them retained an
antiquated, ethnic identity. So, when G-d tells the Jews, ‘1“m going to take you out and you’re
going to serve Me believe in monotheism, “they just ignored it. The Americans tried to do this as
well a century ago. Wanting to rectify the acts of kidnapping African slaves to the colonies to be
sold as slaves for so many years, the government wanted to send them back. They actually
created a country called Liberia for them. It didn’t work. They would rather be slaves in Virginia

than go back there. The African American said, “I live here. | grew up here. This is 'l culture. mym

an American. This is who | am. “That’s the same reaction the Jews had to G-d. How could You tell
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us to drop everything? No way! Unfortunately, that was the reality for many Jews. If you look at
it carefully, the typical Jew was Egyptian. 4/5" of the them were totally assimilated. The rest at
least kept some remnant of Jewish culture. But no one was monotheistic except for 5. If you
want to understand 11°max 10 N1 NT1AY 121 19NN, this pao in YRp1Y s cardinal.

G-d responds, 'I“m going to destroy you. "Why? It’s simple. G-d created a world for a
purpose. He wants man to recognize Him and submit to Him. If it wasn’t going to work, it’s not
worth it. | don’t need it. The ow% underlines this is the crisis of the time. n11x35, the test of man
succeeding through free will has failed.

So, why didn’t He do it? "nw 1ynY nwy. It would have been bad for G-d’s PR. The world
was created for man to recognize G-d and if the Jews would have been killed, the Egyptians would
say that G-d, 1"n, can’t take the Jews out. He destroyed them because He couldn’t do it. This is
exactly what 1121 nwn tells n”apn after the ox>x1n ny1a o0 1R nnY Yap. It would have been a
'n 919N to kill the Jews. The 1"an1 in 118N expands this exact point. The point of creation is to
create Homo Sapien who, through rising through challenges and free will, will encounter, engage,
and accept monotheism. He will live, breathe, and talk its values. All of n11xm 77N and overall
creation is made for man to 1Mk ny1» and be nTin to Him. X710 is not just saying thank you. It
means admission, as in the term nxpna nTin. When you thank someone you admit that you are
dependent on them. When you are nmin to G-d, you are acknowledging that you are totally living
with the understanding that you are the created form of the Infinite Creator. You are dependent
on Him. You are nothing without Him. That’s the goal of humanity and creation. It's this
recognition. So, the 17an1 says, humanity failed. nn1ax, all by himself, brought humanity back on
its feet and started to create a revolution known as monotheism. Then it tanked again. We were
in Egypt. Then He reintroduced Himself. G-d wants a means to facilitate His agenda of creating a
reality of a society, a world who leads, breathes, walks and talks a life of G-d awareness. He needs
a nation which embodies all those values. He needs a people who live the story of Egypt and the
story of Sinai. Without a body like this, Sinai will be relegated to the halls of mythology. Then,
nothing will happen. Do you think Roman mythology really influenced mankind? You think

Homer s’lliad changed society? No, it didn’t. The same thing would’ve happened to the story of

the Israelites if a nation was not made. The story would stop impacting humanity and humanity
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will not have the chance to actualize the goal of 19 nT1118M12 Y-pnw 0TRN NYTW. That's the point
of having a nation like ‘It .9%w> 995s an extremely powerful source of onw 72> »12>1 on this
planet. Destroying them would be a 'nv1%n. G-d tells Moshe “ ,7>12713°nnYol forgive them exactly
like you argued. You're right. | want them to facilitate My agenda. “They’re worth total
annihilation. But if it’s an option of closing the door on history or continuing with them with the
chance of attaining this goal, let them live on. That’s why we’re here today. That’s really the
essence of what na1wn is. That'nw 1ynY nwy1 s’. The reason | didn’t destroy them in Egypt was
because | did it for My name.

The pao continues with G-d telling the prophet about how He took us out of o’1xn and
educated us. “Not only did | give them the laws of Sinai, | gave them the laws of naw as a sign to
know that | am G-d. "Out of all the nnxn given to us, naw is the unique nix of our covenantal
relationship with G-d. We are connected to the monotheistic G-d who sanctified us. After this
event, they still didn’t listen. They violated Shabbos. Of the major violations mentioned here, it’s
interestingly that we don’t find nar nT2ay1 naw Y19°n mentioned the wnin. G-d again wanted to
destroy them. But again, He spared them mw jyn5. When you learn the o9 nwap, don’t think
it’s just those few who were bad. Yxp1 fills in some more details for us. A lot of the Jews were
still not such great o'p>1x. It was 07t nmay and naw %19°n which were the real issues and this
happens after n1in1nn. 40 years later, G-d tells the next generation, ‘Don“t act like your fathers
have. Don’t perform idol worshipping as they have. "These Jews were still attached to their
Egyptian culture. This continues throughout the period of the Jewish settlement of the land.
Finally, after hundreds of years of sinning, G-d sends the Jews into mYa. You still acted like the
Egyptians. G-d did everything for them, but nothing changed. They didn’t want to keep naw
because it was a symbol of walking away from paganism, having a covenantal relationship with
G-d. They were not interested in it. D192 o>xn 91974, This went on for a long time, just read 190
o°29n. The battle for monotheism was and is very much an uphill battle. However, the Y93 is that
ultimately it works. It took a lot to extract them, theologically and culturally, from Egypt. But it
worked. It’s very clear that in this context, the n1on played a major role in taking us out, not just
physically, but also theologically from this paganist culture. The YX11172x points out that the n1on

are divided into three parts:
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1. The first three are a basic introduction. 'n>1x > y1n.

2. The second set represents G-d yIxn 11pa. It’s not just that “I’'m here.” It’s
more than that; He interacts with us.

3. The third set represents yIxrn 9321215 PR 3. | am the Source of all therefore |
can combine elements which look contradictory. Fire and water don’t work
together. But because yaxn 901°11m> PR, | make it happen. You look carefully
at the o>p1oy, the mon are really an educational tool to teach the Jews and
the civilized world about monotheism.

This is the reintroduction to the G-d Who we today know and serve. It’s all from oxn.
This is the goal of the night. The n%n mxn is to do what | do whenever a child asks. n1Tyn nn.
What's the purpose of religion? And we tell him about the story of Egypt because it’s where
everything started. Whatever we know about G-d was from there. We don’t know Him from x12
yax1nw. We weren’t there. But we did see Him take us out of Egypt to then meet up at Sinai.
That’s what’s your sharing with your child on ’It .noos the G-d Who you live and die for. Itjyn5 s’
' CIR 0 wIn. We take the theological discourse, going through the progression and
transformation of a nation from paganism back to monotheism, and see those ideas and values
in the story of mxn nxox>. But it’s critical to realize that He's not just a G-d Who performs miracles
for us. Remember G-d performed morenixbo1 than oooi in Egypt. There is a reason for that.
Understand G-d through nature. See Him through your telescope and microscope and
understand that all the laws of the natural world are His decree and He can manipulate them as
He pleases. That is something else. That’s what nixYo1 teaches us. nikYo1 teach us that what you
take as a given doesn’t have to be. The nvn 70 is His will. You take for granted gravity. Gravity is
X712n 11¥7 and it can stop today. Understand that what you call “laws“are nothing more than an
accumulation of recorded human observations of a mere 5,000 years. You have no clue what
happened before or what will happen after. If you think about it, you have a pretty weak npmn of
what’s going to happen tomorrow. It’s all ‘Don .'n 1131t take anything for granted. Don’t take for
granted your alive. Don’t take your health for granted. Don’t take for granted your Jewish. That’s
what oxn nxox> taught me. Everything is 'n 1131, Everything is because G-d wants it to happen.

When | say nwx1a nwyn Tnanor Yoa winn this is exactly what | mean. It .simple s’
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The apy> nva builds off this idea. We say that nxn is eaten because we didn’t have time to
let it rise. That means to say that all the Jews left within 18 minutes. How is this possible? Try
doing this with a small class of yeshiva students! This is quite the miracle. The only way this could
be done is if the Jews were manipulated and seduced to leave. That’s exactly what was going on
when we left 1119°na. The Jews were exposed to something which allowed them, in a very short
amount of time, to free them from all the things which they identified with. Somehow, their
paganism and culture, which they were so enthralled with, was gone. Now, they were leaving.
No questions asked.

We celebrate 1119°n for this reason. The (17 nxn "1 X3-2’p D°antn 1DD) ApY> N2 explains that
when we ate the nx¥nin Egypt; it wasn’t really us. We were glassy-eyed. There was an end product
though. That was the 38 years of quiet in the desert. That was the real success. *1°0 710 wasn’t
enough. That was the beginning of the process. It was the 38 years of silence where success was
seen. To take those 38 years in the desert and try to taste freedom without being glassy-eyed
and really understand in a deep way, by ourselves and without a jolt from G-d, that it was the
right thing to do. This is the meaning of the NXy> 1i19n2 %) *1v DNY NixnN PYY-YIRA 07722 NYIY P09
n7xn yIRn. We eat the nynbecause of the 111on experience. In Egypt, we listened to Him without
any personal reckoning and thought; in 1179°n we just followed Him. We recreate that experience
today when we eat the nxn. The only difference is that now we don t’need the be jump-started.
When we left Egypt, we didn't know if it was the right thing to do. We just did it. We were
manipulated. G-d did it, and for His purpose, ’Im gonna take them out and I’'m gonna bring them
where they should be. ”It was His decision, not ours. We didn’t leave because we wanted to. We
didn't even accept the n1in because we wanted to. We were just glassy-eyed. We were
manipulated to say ynwin nwyi. Now, we’ve developed and learnt to recognize Him and follow
Him totally without that added boost.

How did this happen? G-d revealed Himself at that time. That sudden injection of G-d
awareness gave them the capability of a total divorce from everything they identified with. Egypt
was a great place. It was like 'n 11. Some of these Jews were best friends with their Egyptian

counterparts. Why not? Some of them were slaves too! There were some Jews who were wealthy

too. Not all the Jews were slaves. There’s the way the social hierarchy works. Not everyone was
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schlepping stones. Some of them actually liked it there. How could they leave all that? It reminds
me of the Jews of Germany. They didn’t want to leave either. Their lives were there. The only
way out was with 'n revealing Himself. They left, but it wasn’t out of their own volition. They
didn’t want to leave their homeland. But G-d wanted it and they followed Him. They negated
themselves and followed G-d. G-d infused them with a certain profound awareness of truth and
they couldn’t walk away from it. This is 11X navP "1°0. He blew their minds with a revelation way
beyond their level. They listened to the pied piper. They didn’t go with their own ny. It was total
manipulation.

That’s why it was 1119°na. When you’re glassy-eyed and your mind is blown, you can move
under 18 minutes because you’re not in control. And this is exactly what G-d did for the next two
years in the desert. The waTn writes that once the Jews saw the Egyptians dead at m10 0> ny»p
they wanted to make an nar nmay. Moshe had to coerce the people to keep going forward into
the desert. They wanted to go back. The taskmasters are dead, our discomfort is over, so let’s go
back. We repeated this again at °10 70 when we made the 71y. This went on and on for the next
two years. There was a lot of struggle, but in the end, it worked. G-d manipulated us, jump
starting out religious battery and we started to move. For the rest of the 40 years in the desert
we learnt the n1in and internalized monotheism.

All these things are celebrations of G-d manipulating us and it’s very nice that He did. All
that investment for those 38 years. The most beautiful part of the Bible is the Bible that doesn’t
talk. The silent Bible, that’s the success of the story. The two years before, that’s the candy, the
carrot, and the whip (every so often). And it worked. Once they came to Israel, they had trials,
they had tribulations and they failed. But you know what? There were always things happening
and always things coming up and they thrived. You know how | know it worked? Because
throughout all the muiroi of history, we are a nation which is still alive still breathing
monotheism. We are a nation which has impacted humanity. All other religions which preach
monotheism came to be because of us, the nation who experienced Sinai. The world is moving
towards monotheism. It’s all because these pagan slaves were taken out, seduced, to be re-

educated, and He did it.
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noo Y is a very important night. Yes, you must tell the story of Egypt, but not as a story,
but, rather, as a platform for your religious beliefs. You should be learning n1inn >110° n129n
between the courses in’It .717p 1NYWs a night of theological discourse. It’s a great evening for each
person on his or her level. When youanan re’ your discussion you should be focusing on these
themes. n1mx is the name of the game. To be more specific, itny>1> s’. That’s the ultimate purpose
why we’re here.

This commandment is not remembering a past event. It’s implanting it in your mind to
remember it. Live with it consciously enough that it will govern you. By pbny there is an
expression of this n1°21, because of an extra pi1oo. But n1>10No is 2Ya. The w"X1in a n21wn writes
that the reason we don’t make a 119’0 on n>71 is because itaba mitzvah a s’. If there is a child,
then you have to teach him. If not, the w"x1 holds that you can just think about it. The m10) 5"nn
('n n1maa says the same idea and builds off of it. He believes that if you say it without the intent
to implant it in your mind you’re not o»pn anything. Just reading things without creating a 101 is
not the commandment. The nixn is the perception created through the ‘It .nnrs like nnnw
which is expressed by having some wine and meat. the goal is to attain a certain emotion. That’s
why that mitzvah too doesn’t have a no1a. There is no act there. The goal is an internalization of
a certain perception.

Why would | think those who know 1915 n71nin 90 would be exempt from 119°0? What does
knowing n11nv1 0w have anything to do with this? How does 1v1 aid in the n1p of 119°0 which
| would have thought he1vo s’? It seems that one who knows 0915 n71nin 95 has a deeper and
profounder understanding. You could say because he knows ”“n1m9>“he can understand all the
n11ao about noo1 mixn. In the end of the day, you don’t need n%1p noon to have an understanding
of 1v1 noon. Definitely not for oxn nx°x> 719’0, What does this mean? The answer is quite
simple. It’s only if after you understand the question to be a theological question does this makes
sense. To understand 'n>wyn means you know His Torah, what His mindset is, and His values. As
the 177ann writes knowing 0913 n1inn Yo allows one to distill those laws into values which n"apn
wants you to do and live by. The focus of the night is not just saying the story, but it’s also using

D3N NR°Y as a platform for theological discourse, 'nny>1. So, | would think that one who already
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has this perception, this 'n ny>1> is exempt. The n1in says nevertheless, one is obligated as the
719°0 enhances that already existing level of ny>1 even more.

Our primary understanding of n”apn, our ny>11 n1nr of Him, comes from this episode.
077X YING XY TWA..D00IR. Everything we know is basically from there. It’s the platform of
my relationship with all s’It Period. .n"apn from there. Before | left Egypt, | knew nothing. So, 912,
you don’t discuss theology with him until he asks, 5"np you teach him before he asks. 7129 nTam
means that you are teaching the foundations of faith. You’re not telling him an interesting epic
of the ancient Israelite tribes. It’s a story to explain profound, religious values today. This is what
n"apn tells nwn. The point of the n1dn is DNYT1...0°1¥12°NYYYNN TWR NK 7312 721 712 °2TR2 190N Y9
'n 1R "0, The goal is mp1xn ny>1. The whole purpose of the n’nomi ninix was the get to an

awareness of .'’n 01X
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