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Purim is very complicated 210 o1. We need to do an honest appraisal of what the 7712y
for this day demands of us. What is o1 5w 1913?

When | see people hearing the name 1n7, | see them, sometimes, going into a frenzy. Who
are they angry at, venting out all of their frustrations at? Do you know him? What did he do to
you? If anyone today said “I'm angry at 127” | doubt if he is telling the truth. We have to
understand. What exactly are we doing.

We seem to really not like 1277 and his family. In the 7%°an it says that "nox requested of
YIMWnX one more day of fighting in 7w to hang another 500 men. “And they hanged another
500 men.” It sounds like the wild west! 27> nX 1w X2 71221, We didn’t take the money, but we
killed a a lot of men! Why are you celebrating this? Does this make you happy? People are dying.
Does hanging and death make you excited? How do we understand this?

Every year, by around this time, if we are honest with ourselves, we face a real moral
quandary. We read 7121 nw1o. How do we honestly live with the idea of pony n»nn? | want to
describe the mxn in order to appreciate the question being raised.

The 0"an" writes:
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Imagine reading this like a western person and how it would appear in the newspaper. 1xw
Pony ¥I1 707575, In English, we would call this genocide. You are commanded to kill man, women
and even child. Even a one day old. That’s the mxn. According to the 7°m, it a MX» incumbent
upon each and every one of us, independent of the appointment of the 77n. If you find an *pony
in the street, you must kill him. Are you good with this m%1? Do you want this mxn? Are you not
happy that it’s not available today? If | would show you a one day old child of p?»v and tell you
to kill him, what would you do? | don’t want to know the answer. But I’'m hoping you would have
a major dilemma. Then you’d say I’'m doing it because it’s 11771 013, | have to do it. But how
would it feel? Terrible. It's a m¥»n but not like 77%n rather like 717 bitter but commanded.



Culturally, it’s painful to talk about.
Today, there is no pny. Thankfully, they’re not around. We’re 71u9. Right now, everything
is calm. Then comes the next mxn.
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The reading of the 7w is a means towards a certain end. The goal is to basically hate these
people, on a daily basis. There is no 17 you have to read this once a year. That’s a A734. In truth,
the mxn is constant memory. P2y was the first nation which came up to fight us after leaving
Egypt. We have a lot of enemies, but they were there first. Obviously, this is supposed to arouse
a certain image. Then you will hate them. Constantly. | was once talking to someone and he told
me that he doesn’t actually know what the emotion is. Does anyone actually hate someone else?
| know vengeance, anger and violence. But hate. That’s different. Hate to the extent that when |
see you | want to kill you? | encountered hate once in my life. | was a young 7112, walking in Crown
Heights, and suddenly, | heard someone call me and | found my face meeting his fist. He floored
me. | started crying, but not out of pain. It was so confused. Why did he do that? | didn’t do
anything! | was so bewildered at what he did. | was full of frustration. | felt helpless.

That is the way I’'m commanded to hate p?nv. I’'m commanded to hate p?nv to the extent
that when | see him, | naturally will kill him. Does anyone have that? Who are you hating? An
ancient tribe, who lived in the Transjordan area, who wanted to kill your ancient ancestors when
they left Egypt? Is that why you hate them? This is the only place in the 7710 where there is a 211
of R1w . There is not other place. There might be a 7n*77 to hate o°yw" but not a commandment.
But even there, you have to hate the sins committed not the sinner. When you find him on the
side of the road, you have to help him with 71w 132>99. But here, you have to hate him to the
extent you actually will kill him.

How is someone supposed to do this? How can you learn to hate? We have to start with
defining our terms. What is hate? Who am | supposed to hate? | don’t know if they’'re here
anymore? The 07217 writes that we are commanded to read this section of the 7710 to arouse
this emotion. It was like a pep talk before a big game with the football coach saying to his players:
“Kill ‘em.”
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We are commanded to fan the fires of hate in order maintain that hatred enough to have the



passion to kill the *pYny. That is the point of the 771077 NX*1p. That’s the goal of what we’re doing.
The mxn is to hate them and we haven’t even started! | don’t care if you hate them in Hebrew,
French, or Spanish. Just hate them! But | never hated anyone. What are we supposed to do about
it?

When discussing the W% of destroying p?ny, the 07an writes this with more force:
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We’re not allowed to forget the nxiw of P2y, But | don’t have that aXiw? That’s the problem. If
we could say that nowadays this is not 2177 712 3M3, that would be nice. But it doesn’t. 12 7y,
there is a o1p which still applies which each one of us can do.

There is another mxn which is very hard to fulfill. Y°R2 %%y & MRS QTR 277 N7 N7 92
DX”n KXY X1, How do you do that exactly? Don’t even know what slavery means! | would
recommend you read Alex Haley’s Roots. It’s not just pain. It’'s much more. You have to read this
to appreciate it. This is not annihilation. Slavery is something else. There are n13%;1 which demand
a certain sensitivity and awareness, using our imaginations to conjure and identify with ideas
which we don’t experience in our lives. You need tools to get these images in your mind. This
mxn is no different. As 272m1 tells us, 7191 demands of us 11°92 1R 7°7NY. Now we have to work.

So, what do we do? It’s interesting that the 0”2»7 in the end of nm¥»; 790, gives us a list
of how many of the 3”70 we can fulfill today. There aren’t so many; at most, there are around
60. What about the rest? The 17pyn Hva tells us there is a way to still fulfill them. He writes that
we need to understand the nx»i7 °nyY and apply those values, namely, what the N1 represent,
living those values throughout our lives. That’s the vws of the phrase 02°7p77 19°82 77102 POW: 7.
It’s not just saying that learning about 77¥77 nXwvn is as if you offered it. It means that when you
learn about 7w nRY, and understand what 7w DRV is supposed to be doing to you, then it’s
as if you performed them. Just read the 7°n in 72170 nw1o. He explains how N2 create a
context for 772pn *19% w1577, That w1377 can be experienced ny 922.

The 771°py expands the mynwn of A2wn NN nXT to all the nxn because it really is
applicable to 7712 71071 92. There are many n13¥» which we can’t do, but they teach us how to
live. You can’t be o»pn the vwy, but you can fulfill their 7101527 w17, their values and ideas. As the
07217 and 17am7 explain, the point of n1¥n is twofold: making both you a better person and the
world a better place. I’'m not talking about the metaphysical realm right now. The n11x¥» help you
too. All these n11xn, are means to a life of G-d awareness. As the 217 writes, the 7% 3> n are in
essence /M¥Y ¥7n. Life has within it millions and millions of junctions. Not much is clear. Very
little is explicit. Now you have to figure out what G-d wants from you at this junction. If you've



internalized the system and cleaned your antennas by performing your nmx»n a1n, you'll know
what to do. This is the how the 77217 explains 217 AXY W 0 DR WYY, Learn 770, distill its laws
into a value system and then develop a personality and sensitivities. This includes brushing your
teeth and not yelling in the street.

This idea is seen in as well in the 97177 M1k, He was asked a question, and I’'m going to
elaborate on it. 772p7 punishes. N73 is a punishment. But we understand that when we think of
punishment, we think of something nasty, like a boss venting at the associate. But 7”2p17 doesn’t
do that. naX 717apn vOWN. When you experience 1710 you need to start examining your actions.
We understand that 1710° are there to exact 1772 7210 7772 and therefore you fix the problems areas
based on how you were effected. It's an educational experience which will lead to an improved
lifestyle. This makes sense. But how is it possible that there are 17110° which don’t allow you to
fulfill Nxn? There were times in our history when Jews couldn’t do nm1¥» even if they wanted to.
Look at the Inquisition. Look at the Cantonist laws. Look at the Holocaust. What’s the n%31n in
that? | can’t fix myself. | can’t do any nm¥n! G-d isn’t even allowing me to do anything! Where’s
the 2nw 723 M2°7in all this?

This was the question. The 9"rn1 answers with a very sharp insight. He writes that X
717, referring to the Inquisition, were 252 17¥ >721. They were very practically, religious. They kept
kashrus. They went to Shul. But inside, they were assimilated. They had no persona of religion. It
was orthopraxy. It was all external and outside of themselves. You would need the prophet of
SXp1° to wake up the dry bones of their existence. Understand that personal relationships can
go stale. They must constantly be nurtured. If you’re married, you buy flowers for your wife. You
give her jewelry, spend quality time together etc.

But if you don’t nurture and develop the relationship, though on the outside everything
looks great, on the inside it may be quite stale and empty. Religion is the same thing. 17y tells
the people "»y 2 027 *11720 o»nowa. They talk the talk, but they don’t feel anything. You are just
doing things by rote. You’ve been programed in the right schools, know the right thing to say at
the right time but .... It ends up with you expressing a beautiful externality but in truth it’s all a
facade. It’'s empty. When 010°0 destroyed the 7172pi ,W7pna N°2 saysnNIny RInY Ranp. The wpna N2
was already destroyed. The building was merely a shell. No One was inside. There was a reason
there were so many 2°2173 °1773 in 2w n°2. Hellenism and assimilation was in trend. The w119
were not running the government.

There are relationships which end up becoming hollow. But what can we do to rejuvenate
the bond? As an educator, | would say the first thing to do is to create enormous havoc in the
mind. Create a terrible question which forces them to not feel comfortable about themselves.
Make them start searching for something which will make themselves feel good. When the thirst
is strong, then you appreciate. It's what we term “distance makes the heart grow fonder.” When
you don’t have the capability of external expression of the externalities of a relationship, you
start to go back to the inner workings of a relationship and figure out again why you got married.



5" say Q°D0K1 DPYYAW TV DV 7N 2127 PR. 7N is only 127 ¥2ap1 only after the "1 passes
on. Why? It’s a mu1ws X120. When people are alive, there is a certain connection with that person
which is superficial. There is a n11%°1 there. Most of the time, you don’t even realize it. You don’t
realize how much that person means to you and how much it he impacted you, making who you
are today. It’s only after the person passed on and not here anyone do you start realizing what
the person meant to you. You start missing him. When going through a full year as an 2R, | kept
thinking to myself what does my father 7"y mean to me? | realized, he gave me so much. But |
didn’t appreciate it while he was alive. He’s here. It’s good to be with him. But once it’s not taken
for granted and he’s not here, you ask “what was it?” By understanding the person better and
refining the answer to what that person meant for you, you actually keep his legacy going. You
become deeply attached to the person, much more than when he was alive. It's one of the
amazing ironies of the human condition.

G-d takes away the externalities in order for you to reconnect to the inner dimension.
That’s what happened during the era of the Inquisition. People were so culturally assimilated;
religion was a hollow shell. It reminds me of us and the world we live in. The 770 didn’t
internalize into their thoughts and world outlook. They were governed by the weltanschauung
of the culture and thought of the time. G-d wasn’t part of it. That’s why there were Marranos in
Spain. They stayed and didn’t leave. They couldn’t leave. Their identity was in Spain and its
culture. They externally were Jewish, but when the church takes that away from them, they
discovered that they were someone else, and it shook them. It shook them to the extent that
they keep their Jewish identity, to whatever extent, underground. It was then did they start
realizing that they were different from their Christian neighbors. This was something they didn’t
have before. The 70 is that when 737217 takes away the externalities, He’s telling you to start
examining the inside.

There is no use of having this mxn of P2y n>nn if you can’t do anything with it. But 77apa
is teaching us an incredible lesson. There is no P71y today. But the P9y nn is still there. He took
away the Py so that we can start understanding what P71y is and means to us, like He did by
n1a7p. It’s all part of the education process. This what the 9"nnn teaches me. So, the only o1p |
have of this mxn is a "m0 NR3".

What’s the "nin nx1” of P9y which | want to hate and destroy? There is famous book
written by Adolf Hitler w"»° called Mein Kampf. He writes that his vendetta with the Jews was
because they polluted the natural order of existence introducing ideas of morals and ethics.
Suddenly, the bad and strong feel bad about hurting the meek. They changed the natural order
of reality. It was the Jews, the people who embodied Sinai and its implications, who did it and
they must be destroyed. Destroy them means you destroy the story. Whether they are religious
or not is not the question. Their story, which they represent, is that of the Bible. Don’t be fooled.
The next on the list was the church. He wanted to go to back to the morals of the black forest. It



was an ideological war and he understood that the existence of this story was embodied in the
Jewish people.

The 17an7 writes this idea in (12-12:2% 0°7127) W IRT NI on the words QIROR *RYAR”
"PXT 92 DY PIPY K2) Y 172 1K 19 12°7% 1722 19 AR 221K 0V V917 0797 WiINn 02wk, He explains
G-d wants the world to be introduced to the morals and ethics and the story of Sinai. | need the
nation to be living and kicking for this to work because if there is no nation, Sinai will become
nothing more than mythology in which no one will take it seriously. Myths kill truths. To keep the
story alive, there must be a nation which is walking, talking, and sleeping around it. They need to
be the living testament of the story of Sinai. For this reason, G-d tells us that He 712722 needs us.
It’s 91730 MW wnb. We really didn’t deserve it, but we, our mere existence as the 7217 oy
functions to teach the world about 1172p7, justifying our existence. That’s what you mean when
you say 127> °nnbol. You're not requesting for forgiveness because you deserve it. You still
didn’t change., You’re asking G-d to keep you and the nation alive though we are still sinning
because through simply being present in this world, we declare 71”2p5’s presence. We represent
these ideals. We enlighten the world. He w"n* recognized this truth and, precisely because of it,
wanted us to be removed.

It would seem to be that pony was the same thing. P>nv declared war with us 77yn7n
oy | want to explain this. Rashi in n9wa nwo on the P09 of 7-> 02 %Y 7° %2 explains something
fascinating. 77apn tells us Py 57 PR IR Ann. We aren’t just going to war with pony. 1n7apn,
Himself, as if it were, is at war with P?ny. What is He worried about? There were a lot of people
who were nasty. Why is p2nv the only nation G-d can’t stand? It’s the only nation which will be
erased. There is not redeemable factor in P7ny. What is this p?nv? Rashi explains that 03 and 7-°
are both om. The first two letters of the w9177 ow are cut off from the last two letters. The w2
explains PYny S WAT anncw Y 0w oW PR 09w X037 K. What does this mean?

The P05 says 17n° yaw». What did he hear? The 109 says in (X°:X2) “Hwn, 0om° 77 wiya”
'no”. The v gets hit and the fool gets wise. The w71 explains that this means p?nv got hit and
1, after hearing this, became wise. We see that the nation of P9y is defined as a y2. A v
doesn’t mean a clown. You know what a 2 is? It’s a cynic. It means a person who is m2°w 701M7.
He tells everyone sarcastically, “Ya...Ya...” He's 2191n.

But why does this defining trait of P72y demand of its destruction? Let me explain this.
The name of 73"2pn has four letters: p-1-p->. The » is the smallest letter in the alphabet. It
represents a small dot, equivalent to the mathematical point. It’s the theoretical beginnings of
all lines, but it actually doesn’t exist for every matter is in essence already a line, albeit a small
one. In the world of math, there is a point prior to the line. It’s a theoretical reality. This is . It’s
the beginning of all ideas. In m7°0m, this is called 7inom. Then you have to give that idea flesh and
dimension. If you don’t you risk losing it. That second stage, giving it form, is called 7. It’s called
712, You understand things. it’s 727 717 127 1°27°. You've taken the ° and added a 7, giving the
point a certain context and framework. Inspired thought and human understanding. Then there



is another stage. The aforementioned is what we’ll call cerebral knowledge. For cerebral
knowledge, to become part of your life, it needs to integrate into emotional intelligence. You
have to internalize this knowledge so that it become part of your perspective. It's how you see
things. At that stage, you react to it. Now, you can have emotions, express your m72 towards it.
You have to take that information in your head and bring it down. It has to become tangible, vivid
and real. It’s like the smoker who knows it’s not healthy to smoke but continues anyway. It’s only
after he sees the x-rays of his lungs does he finally go cold turkey. Why? Because before the
knowledge was abstract. Once you give him the hard, cold reality, he experiences a paradigm
shift. He doesn’t want to die. He’s frightened. So, he stops. This is ny17.

You have the idea of 70 >721% "7 "W, but for goodness sake, it has not internalized into
how you live your life! It has not become your perspective and therefore you will do things before
772pn which you wouldn’t do before anyone else! That’s called a person with 711°21 7inom but he
lacks nv7 .ny7 is the line which connects ideas in your head to your heart. It's the 1. It’s the "
M2°m7, taking the ° and 77 and bringing it down into your persona. Once it’s come down then you
can realize it again via Twyn M2°7 72wnn, the last 7. This is Awyn Ny 712 7207, I1t's M09y, the total
realization of it all.

DoW oW1 X means we have a religious crisis. We have these people who are stuffed with
so much G-d knowledge. The greatest challenge is that none of it becomes real. Therefore, their
world is not governed by that knowledge. Emotions are not governed by that knowledge, and we
continue to be loyal citizens of the west and the G-D knowledge just doesn’t come down. We are
like ET. We have big heads, small necks and miniature bodies. 772 we have see so much 7710 being
studied. The amount of 770 around today is unbelievable. But the throats are so thin and
nothing’s coming down. Our bodies are so small! This is the reality and the question is why is that
happening? What is holding me back from allowing me to get where | want to go? For those who
take their religion seriously, it’s quite frustrating. Years of hard work and study, but nothing to
show for. Now, I’'m not angry at G-d. | don’t have the right to be. But what is it in my world which
doesn’t let me move forward? It's something, and that something is causing all these frustrations.
Is it the pollution of my life? Yes. Do | want that thing to cease to exist? Yes. | want it to not exist.
| hate it with a passion! | hate the thing which is not allowing to me to get where | want. It really
eats me up, and the more | think about it the more, the more intense the feeling. Sometimes we
want to feel, just for one day, a taste of what it would feel like to have this thing off our shoulders.
| want just one day to dream about freedom.

So, what is this thing in our world which is holding us back? What is cutting the 173-> from
7-1. What is not allowing 770 to become my essence? When you pray for the 77 X02 to be
restored, it doesn’t mean that there will be a throne. The throne is obviously a metaphor for
royalty. What’s does it mean to be a part of the '7 m29»? It means He embodies your cultural
identity. Go to Windsor castle, Hampton Court. The nation’s identity is found there. So, praying
for 7"2p X02 means that you want G-d to become your cultural identity. It’s not the “Mosaic



code of the ancient Israelites” and its “Babylonian extrapolations.” No! That is me. | have to live
in western society as a 2wn 7. | can use the culture to enhance my religious experience. That’s
great. But that’s it. They should be the maidservants which serve the master. But | am '77 nR 72
7R 72782, My ethos must be 17292 7 1°X. Everything else just adds spice.

You know what 9y is? The 91 writes it’s Xmw N7, standing by your neck, cutting your
head from your body. >111 call this a Y. In our modern era, society has walked away from religion.
It doesn’t take it seriously, at best used to make you feel good. It’s sweet, but come one, it’s not
the real thing. We are very cynical that religion can transform us into different people. We don’t
even have faith in ourselves to try. We think the most we can be is likened to the monkey,
mimicking the externalities, but lacking anything internal. We don’t think religion can make us
into different people. We are very cynical about G-d. You are living in a world which brushes all
this aside. They'll tell you with that subtle sarcasm, “Oh, so you flipped out.” That’s cynicism is so
frustrating. It says to us you will never transcend. You can’t. You’re nothing. Everything you're
doing is futile and fake. That’s the world I’'m living in and | wish it never existed.

We have all experienced these ideologies. You're in the mud. So, at least make the mud
comfortable. But you’ll always be in the mud. If you think you are out, you’re probably faking it.
And if you actually get out, you threaten the comfort zone of 99% of society. So, they’ll call you
different names because your existence threatens theirs. It’s quite simple. That’s what it means
when we say in 37w N222 7 W7 2% K1, 102 XIX. The men who follow You, giving direction
to those in society, protect them because they are in danger. They are a threat to the comfort
zones of so many people. This person is unique, empowering humanity by telling them that they
can actually be real . Yet he’s endangering everyone around him. You can’t tell me that | can
change and walk out of the mud. I like this mud. This cynicism of not believing in man and not
believing in themselves is because they don’t believe in religion. “It can’t really do all that, right?”
That’s a v2. That’s a cynic. “Of course,” they tell you. They cut 771 oW into two. This is P2y .p20Y is
the 179°%p7 nv7. It’s a world of externalities. A 79°%p is a husk. You live reality just looking and
working with the shell, but you fail to crack the nut open to eat the meat. Doing just the
externalities, even in religion is destructive. It’s all from pony.

Why do you think pny wanted to attack us first? There was a dispute as to the direction
of the world. "Wy wanted the 772X N2 because he wanted to lead the world towards
monotheism. 7127 decided that 2py> would do it. If you are familiar with 2711 mw», the name
1wy embodies the Christian church. The dispute was how to teach monotheism. Will we accept
One G-d but have absolutely no faith in mankind to follow or change, or do we empower
humanity to give him the responsibility of following G-d? That was the fundamental question
raised by these two figures, these two perspectives. 2p¥> won. But P71y swore vengeance. He
grew up hating the Yaakovian religion. When the Jews were in Egypt, they were happy because
Judaism was dead; they were essentially assimilated. They were no threat to their philosophy. All
of a sudden, Israel comes out and is planning to go to Sinai. P?nv uproots and plans an attack.



They couldn’t stand having the 71-> with the 73-1. They couldn’t stand the idea of monotheism of
Yaakov which can be internalized into reality. That was the war. And this tension was maintained
until the time of T7. But, for whatever reason, P71y reappeared on stage. 127 tells w1 MwnR that
the Jews are different. They are not like us at all. 1277 maintained the same philosophy as his
ancestors. It was pony. It’s for this reason 9”111 incorporated 772°an 190 into WP "and, as it was a
PonY? M.

There is no nation called ponv today. What’s left is the P2y nn. It’s threatening the bond
between the 71-> and the 73-1. That threat is in my world. They squeezed your neck. 2719 is an
attempt to open up the neck. On o719, I've seen great people who’ve done this. They were able
to release their constrictions and you can see the frustrations in their 772Y come out. It was
important to see. It’s to see the innards of a person who is striving for greatness. It's the
experience which pushes you to give it your all. It’s a cry to stop living an external, superficial life
and start getting real. It’s an incredible day. It’s looking at the past and confronting this cynicism
in the face. It’s a day which has so much potential for growth as a 721wn av. This is 170 NXRT of
Pony. It starts from the day you become mxn 72. People ask me how long did you prepare for wxa
7wn? For you, if you’re 20, you took 7 years to get to this point. From your mx» 22 you were
preparing for this. The same thing is true for o>719. You really need to start thinking seriously,
“how will | perform 2577 n712v?” It can be a day of great growth and w17 Pawn, looking for
internal truths. As the 8”13 writes, this is the other half of 2>119°2 a. On 2°719°) 01 we fasted our
bodies and on 19, we focus on our self, our soul identity. Do your best to somehow get close
toit.



