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As we go through n°*w&72 7150, we are exposed to various personalities and approaches to
life and the service of G-d. Just read 1 nw1d and you’ll see over 13 different and unique
personalities, all emanating from a single family! But today | want to talk about two personae, a
father and son. It’s o772R and Py, If we look at these two people, though biologically alike, a
divergence is seen when it comes each person’s approach to life. 07172X is seen to have proactive
personality. He proselytes in 7717 and in jv12. He gave out his w17 to all his children. He was the
one holding the knife during the 777°py. He even got a name change!

This was the father. But the son was completely different. prix>, as the 770 recounts, was
very passive. We don’t see him going out and converting the masses. We don’t see him really
taking any active role. Even when giving over of the m>73, it was 7?27 who was in truth
orchestrating the entire event. pri¥> was just there to put his hands on the one in front of him and
say the 71072. He didn’t even have a name change like his father or his son. Even during the 7Py,
we don’t see prix® as the main character in the story. For prix® it seems that it really wasn’t such a
demanding challenge. prnx° did what he was told to do. The prophet says that he must be killed
and he does it. He did what so many Jews did in history. HaShem tells me to put on P%5n and |
do it. HaShem says die and I'll die for Him. Like any Jew who gave up his life 77 w7p 5y, pnx> did
what he was commanded to do.

For o7naR, however, it was a much more difficult test. As 2”2»7 explains, 07728 had the
option of interpreting the prophecy however he wanted. He could have “Xpn7 W7 ed” it easily.
He could have just raised pr¥® on the alter. As a matter of fact, he was never explicitly told to
slaughter his son. But 07772X knew and decided, through his intellectual honesty, that G-d wanted
him to kill pr¥>. Imagine the test. You know exactly what G-d wants you to do but He never told
it to you explicitly. If you follow His demand, you would go against everything you preached for.
Throughout all these years you thought that G-d was going to be nice to you. He promised you a

future. Now He tells you to take that only son, the child whom you invested your future in and



hoped for, for all these many years, and kill him. That goes against everything! You are killing
those dreams with your own two hands! This was the challenge. It demanded the courage to
accept the truth, even though it was counterintuitive to everything he wanted and preached. So
how did he do it? He said “lI know what He meant. It has to be done.” It's an unbelievable story
of intellectual honesty. Yet this was all or12K. prx° didn’t go through this test. He was passive and
bound up.

If we take for granted that which the 7727 tells us, namely 2°12% 1290 M1aR 7WYn, the stories
of our forefathers in the Chumash are in there to make an imprint on the DNA of all future
generations. The creativity of 0772R is what enables us to be creative at certain times. The
balancing act of creativity and stability which we find in 2p3¥°, raising a diverse nation, with all its
different stripes and colors all under one cohesive unit, allows us to create a harmonious society.
That aspect of development is a very specific challenge for 2p3°. How to maintain a family-nation
that is all Jewish and yet different from each other, allowing the development of diverse and
unique personalities under one umbrella called 98w 992 is hard, and that’s saying about it mildly.
The o°vaw were individuals with different flags, different religious approaches (just take a look at
the m272 of 2p¥°). Each of them used their unique and specified qualities for serving G-d.

So, what’s pnx*’s contribution? The wmn is not a story book. What contribution does his

story give us regarding our religious posture and identity? What does 17 want us to glean from
the life of a prx°?
This question was asked by my mentor, Rav Yitzchok Hutner. He explained it as such. What is the
role of a X’ in terms of the larger picture? In the development of any new nation-state there
are several steps which must occur. The first step is revolution. The old order must be uprooted
and undermined. After the table is cleared, new ideas and values can be introduced. Then enters
the second step. Those ideas and concepts require consolidation. This step is critical for the
survival of the country. Only after this second step can there be growth. You must first internalize
the new ideas and make them a part of you. It must become part of your identity. Until you do
this, it can easily be lost. After you have this, then you can go out and grow.

In life, any religious revolution is a stage in life. But you have to take it to the next stage.

You must go through a stage of consolidation, internalizing those newly gained values until they



become part of you. The 0”an says that one may not learn philosophy until he has developed a
comfortable, harmonious approach to religion, naturally seeing the world through those ideas
and values. Only then he can expand his perspective with that of philosophy.

PrX> was not a revolutionary. He didn’t expand o712Kk’s religious movement. He was,
however, the first Jew. He was born Jewish. He died Jewish. He had his n°72 on time. He didn’t
create because he’s there to embody the life of a normal Jew. He is the ultimate son of his father.
Though he didn’t discover G-d like his father, he lived the discovery of his father. He continued
the legacy; he didn’t expand it. The second stage of development began with prx°: the era of
consolidation. pr¥» is internalizing the ideas of 077172R, applying it in real life situations. He’s taking
that creativity and giving it body, normalizing it. His relationship with G-d was not based on his
creativity; it was based on his inherent identity. It’s for this reason he doesn’t have a name
change. He embodied the beauty of just being Jewish: “I am born right and just want to keep
that.”

It’s not always correct to be a revolutionary, an innovator. You can’t produce a 2p¥° until
you have a pnx’, and you need a pr¥° to have an effective o172aR. Without him, all that religious
fervor will just peter out and be lost. In NM172I10 NwAd, you see this. 772K dug pits. pPr¥® re-dug
those pits. Why did he have to do that? What was wrong with those original pits? The answer is
0712k didn’t dig deep enough. All he was able to collect was rain water, and because there was
no natural water source there, the o°nw°%o were able to refill it with dirt. pr¥> came and re-dug
those same pits, but this with one difference. He dug deeper. He went deep enough to reach the
waterbed and the well became a spring, giving forth a fountain. At this point, the 2°n% couldn’t
close the pit. The stream was too strong to stop.

As opposed to o7172x who only found o»wa °», accumulated water, prix° digs deeper to
find the source of it all. As a revolutionary, 772K didn’t have the time to dig deep enough. He
was on the move to make his revolution grow. Though effective in spreading the ideas to more
people, there is one catch. There is a likelihood for shallowness. It’s like a person who is not
comfortable with his X713, feeling like he needs to make up for lost time, and try to finish the
whole Xnoon. It’s a lost cause. All he’s going to get out of his “Bikeus Blitz” is a superficial

understanding of the sources. Total nrvw. The second stage is learning one page at a time well,



getting a handle of the various topics and ideas. Only after a thorough, in depth analysis of the
ideas does he then have the ability to move on.

In m7°0n this idea can be described the following. 077172X, in his revolutionary fervor, found
a way of accumulating “heavenly waters.” 772X began the discovery of the values and ideas
which are that of ‘7 1. But he couldn’t bring them deep enough. His water was only from
above. It was external. It didn’t integrate as part of his identity yet, and therefore, the o°nw>%s
got him.

External culture, with all its trappings, is a powerful force for one who is not grounded in
his beliefs. If you merely have a shallow accumulation of experiences, lacking personalization and
internalization, it’s easy to be taken down. The 2°>nw>%5 embody the cynic. “Sure you flipped out,”
they tell you. If your religious identity is something external and superficial, you will lose it fast,
to the extent that you won’t know what hit you. As Victor Frankel said, “People can take away all
your possessions, but they can’t take away that which is you.” They can’t take away your identity.
They can only take that which is external of you; that which you acquire. The only way to win the
kulturkampf, you have to normalize religion. This is pr¥>. He is Mr. Religious, but in a normal way.
His beauty is his ability to consolidate those lofty and abstract ideals and internalize them into
his identity in a real way.

The Gemara in (:v9) n2w describes what Judgment Day will be like. It says:
137°2° XD HRIW™ YT KD DINAR 0D 1R DK 0D 22007 X! Niahikiininnlal gkhfaighinin] RN 27 IR
21199 AR D IRV 7712 :077ARY R TN2 WITR 2 IR X2 TONYY LW 2219R 117K 11°AR 7 0
MM PYAT WOR ,0°12 T3 W Y MAT 2P0 Y MR AR LTAW DYITR O IR - 22w W N
,RNVD 9202 RY MR - TR DWATR DY MR ,071 W 127 110D MR - RDT 012 500 R Iy

27012 K%Y 212,09 2w 1127 111D AR - 0D IRDT P12 pR0Y 1 AR LRY P77 R

In the future, 7"2p7 will tell 277728 your children sinned. What will you do to save them?
He responds, “Tnw v11°p ¥ 1n1m°.” | don’t even want to explain this. 772p7 moves to 2py°. He had
0°12 717°1 X maybe he’ll say something to save them. 2py° responds in the negative as well. The
Gemara then says that 1772pi will say, “I'll go back and ask prix».” It’s interesting that initially G-d
skipped over prx°. 072Xk was the ultimate 701 w°X, he’ll find a loophole. 2py°, a multi-colored

individual, who had so much pain over his children because he loved them, might save them.



Prx°, what do we know about him? He's not that creative at all. What new can he say to defend
his children? The Gemara continues. pr¥> responds to 7772p7 rhetorically, “02w W 11129, they’re
my children and not Your children! Save Your children.”

Why couldn’t o7772K say that? What about 2p3°? Let’s understand what prix® was saying to
77ap. He's arguing that YR 995 are not my children. What’s “me?” | am a vehicle of fulfilling
711X, | don’t have a specific way of achieving that goal. | am nothing more than a receptacle of
Your will. | don’t need a name change. 0i7aX is the first person who became Jewish. 2Py is the
first one who made us all Jewish. After 2py> we were all born Jewish. prx is the first person to be
born Jewish and die Jewish. Just be a Jew. You don’t always have to create. Just be with Him. As
the saying goes, “The sounds of silence ring the loudest.” You don’t always have to talk. You have
such a profound relationship that you don’t even want to talk. You just want to be.

That’s prix>. My children? They’re Yours. I’'m Yours. The 0°175 170 comments on the 109
of 7(21:12 RIP) 37 PRI 157X D772K 0712 DY AR PO 073 1Y AR 23pY? 073 DY RN that there
is no mention of 717°27 in reference to prx>. It’s because Pr¥® didn’t need to be remembered. priv>
is here. The pr¥® of the 77°pY says, “G-d, do what you want to me. | just want to be with you.” |
see my core identity as no more than Your will and whim. I, myself, am nothing. In mathematic
terms, prx’ is like a point. He has no length, no width. He takes up no space. He’s almost not
there. Our relationship is such that | don’t need to express it. prx° tells G-d, “Who am I? I’'m 50ann
myself to You. All | want is to be with You. | don’t exist. My kids are really Your kids. I've integrated
Your values and Your 1% to the point that it’s just You here.”

Like prx>, the Jewish nation has this intrinsic Jewish identity. It doesn't matter what they
do. They are not making revolutions and they are not building Judaism. In fact, they can actually
be ruining it. But, in the end of the day, they are, in essence, Your kids. It doesn't matter what
they are doing. The passive, consolidated identity is what saved the Jewish nation throughout
history. It’s now our job to follow in the footsteps of our incredible grandfather, living a life of

passivity, but through that inaction, developing an incredibly deep relationship with 772p:.



